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There are more than 300 brick kilns in Kashmir and nearby 230 
of these kilns operate in Budgam alone. The people working in 
these kilns are mostly non-kashmiri labourers who work amid 
extremely dangerous conditions. The deadly smoke and soot 
emitted from the kilns has drastically affected the trees and 
vegetable plantation of the area

AMID RUST AND DUST
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I am delighted to present the ‘Special Edition’ of Saman-
bal. This issue features selected photographs taken by 
the students of first and third semester during the 5-day 
Advanced Photography workshop organized by the de-
partment in the first week of November. Award winning 
professional photographers were invited to instruct and 
guide the students. They conducted various technical 
sessions with the students covering wide range of topics 
related to the subject. 
A field trip was also organized in which students along 
with faculty and resource persons visited brick kilns in 
Budgam district of central Kashmir. The site proved to be 
perfect locale for taking pictures with seamless constitu-
ents like feel of urbanity, spirit of work, labour, marginal 
sense, living of the edge with different dramatic angles, 
lines, colours, textures, and shapes. 
The students shot at the site and the composite work 
was titled as ‘Amid Rust & Dust’, which was eventually 
printed and displayed in the photo-exhibition held at 
the department on the last day of the workshop. 
The department extends a note of gratitude to the re-
source persons and to the University administration for 
all the help and cooperation in making this 5-Day work-
shop a success. We intend to organize many more work-
shops related to coursework in future as well. 

Warm regards!

Asif Khan
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Showkat Nanda

P
ictures say it all, they say. For me, these pictures produced 
by the students did not only tell the story of the people 
in them but also attested, in a bold and blatant way, the 
caliber of these unusually passionate shutterbugs.
Initially I had apprehensions about how the students will 

receive this workshop. It was both because of the way we wanted 
to redefine visual journalism and my own ignorance about their level 
of visual literacy. On the day one of the workshop, as I watched the 
students trickling into the lecture room like over-enthusiastic kids, I 
thought to myself, “Gosh, is it going to be a complete car crash!”
However, within 15 minutes of the workshop, all my fears were 
allayed. We were supposed to start from the basics but most of the 
students had passed the stage of juggling with aperture and shutter 
speed. What a relief!
It soon dawned on me that their interest in photography and knowl-
edge of the art was a potential challenge to us, or to any right-mind-
ed trainer for that matter. I am sure Tabeenah, my co-instructor, 
would agree.
The course was well placed and both Tabeenah and I soon realized 
that we were reaching higher and higher, step by step, to what we 
had actually planned - to zero in on the importance of narrative visual 
journalism or in simple words, telling stories through a series of pic-
tures. For the four days of the workshop, I was gradually convinced 
that the students were seeing things rather than just looking at them. 
The evidenced approval for this feeling came moments after we 
finished our long-awaited field trip to the Brick Kilns of Budgam. 
For years I have seen great photographers producing great work in 
the form of amazing photo stories but here we got to see a different 
kind of visual storytelling– 56 students produced pictures which gave 
birth to an extraordinarily coherent photo essay. One picture by one 
student photographer complementing the picture other photogra-
pher with a completely different visual approach made me realize 
how beautifully can teamwork culminate into something pleasing and 
meaningful. The workshop didn’t make the students only better story-
tellers but an example of an unparalleled collaborative effort which is 
the best lesson, among countless other things, that I leant during this 
workshop.
If I am asked what my experience as an instructor was, I would say it 
was awesome! Yes, that’s the right word.

experience!
An awesome 
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TOn the day one of the 
workshop, as I watched 

the students trickling 
into the lecture room like 

over-enthusiastic kids, I 
thought to myself, “Gosh, is 
it going to be a complete car 

crash!”
However, within 15 minutes 
of the workshop, all my fears 

were allayed. 
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Tabeenah Anjum 
It was autumn, it was Kashmir where the fall of 
Chinars rhymed with the sound of camera’s shutter. A 
beautiful, yet creative week-long workshop with 56 
hardworking and inquisitive students or rather should I 
call them ‘photographers’, turned out something similar 
I had imagined while preparing myself for it, sitting 
back in the desert only. Those beautiful slow mornings, 
intriguing questions of students and new compositions 
through their eyes, and that diffused sunlight entering 
the classroom through big windows used to set a 
perfect mood every day. Some students had already 
stepped into the world of ‘seeing’ whereas some saw 
their surroundings through lens for the first time in this 
workshop. They saw and clicked beautifully. 
I believe a workshop is all about two-way learning. 
While Showkat, a humble story teller/photographer 
and my co-resource person for the workshop, and I 
tried to give our best and offered them everything we 
had imbibed, they also returned with same creativity 
and ethos through a photography exhibition – ‘Amid 
Rust and Dust’ – A photo feature done on the Brick 
Kilns of Budgam. The eye catchy photo-exhibition is 
on display at Department of Convergent Journalism, 
School of Media Studies, Central University of Kash-
mir, which got inaugurated by Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Mehraj ud Din Mir.
Must say looking at the photographs none could stop 
us from doing an exhibition, even two-day curfew 

couldn’t stop us! And this is what we call 
‘resilience’ (giving our best despite all odds. 
I reminisce that unforgettable Curfewed 
Autumn night, as Showkat managed to get 
the prints done from a printing shop in Bar-
amulla. I was smelling the ink of the prints 
he sent through ‘Watsapp’ and ‘Facebook’ 
in Srinagar. What could be the biggest hap-
piness and contentment for a teacher than 
hard copy of photographs taking a form of 
an exhibition in the times when not many 
are into print making and are used to see 
photos only in the digital mode. Another 
incidence that again brought contentment 
was the moment I stopped clicking after 
looking at so many fresh eyes, watch-
ing, exploring and borrowing cameras to 
capture. My eyes that time were witnessing 
an unexplainable sight – something what 
1000 photographs cannot describe!
It was a beautiful experience and would 
have not happened without the generous 
support of Asif Khan (Coordinator of the 
department) and the hardworking staff. I 
was also lucky enough to have one of the 
scholarly sensitive story telling photographer 
Showkat Nanda as a co-resource person. 

An intriguing exploration!
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Vice-Chancellor, Central University of Kashmir (CUK), Prof. 
Mehraj ud Din Mir appreciated the initiative of Department of 
Convergent Journalism (DCJ) to conduct five-day advanced 
photography workshop and provide hands-on training to the 
students.
Speaking at the valedictory function of the workshop held on 
November 9, Prof. Mir appreciated the initiative of the depart-
ment to conduct the workshop and provide hands-on training to 
the students.
Referring to the feedback of the students, the Vice-Chancellor 
said the workshop has helped participants in discovering story-
tellers and photographers in themselves.
He said the photographs captured by the students speak vol-
umes about their potential.
Prof. Mir expressed hope that the department will conduct more 
such practical-oriented exercises in future.

Dean, School of Media Studies, Prof. Syed Fayyaz Ahmad 
expressed gratitude to the award-winning resource persons- 
Showkat Nanda and Tabeenah Anjum.
Prof. Fayyaz lauded the journalism department for conducting 
such workshops. He also acknowledged the efforts of students 
in coming up with impressive photographs.
Resource persons also spoke on the occasion and thanked the 
university for organizing the workshop. They praised the inquisi-
tiveness and talent of the students.
As part of the workshop, a field trip was organized to the brick 
kilns of Budgam district. The collage of selected pictures cap-
tured by students was exhibited at the valediction function. A 
book ‘Media and Human Rights’ edited by Assistant Professor, 
Department of Convergent Journalism, Dr. K. John Babu was 
also released on the occasion.

CUK VC lauds efforts of DCJ
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Showkat Nanda is an award-winning Kashmiri documentary photographer and 
journalist.  In 2011, he won the MFI National Press Photo Award in three 
categories including the ‘Picture of the Year’ title.  Showkat received the prestig-
ious Fulbright fellowship in 2012 and went to Missouri School of Journalism in 
Columbia, United States where he specialized in documentary photojournalism 
for two years. As a Fulbright scholar in United States, he had a long experience 
working with Pictures of the Year International (POYi), America’s best and one 
of the world’s top photojournalism competitions. A Missouri Photo Workshop 
alumnus, Showkat has several international exhibitions to his credit including at 
Troy, Missouri, United States (2012) and Chiang Mai Documentary Arts Festi-
val, Thailand (2013). Until recently he was a staff photojournalist with Columbia 
Missourian and Vox Magazine in the US. Showkat’s works have appeared in 
numerous international newspapers and magazines including The Washington Post, 
Al Jazeera, Vogue and National Geographic. Presently, Showkat is a contract 
photographer with California-based ZUMA Press, one of the world’s largest 
independent press agencies and wire services. He is also the founding editor of 
News Photojournal, an online platform comprising 12 internationally acclaimed 
award-winning photojournalists and photo editors from seven different countries 
dedicated to promoting serious documentary photography and visual storytelling.

A brief QSPàMF of Resource Persons

Ms. Tabeenah Anjum Qureshi is a journalist and a photographer and has recently 
received National Award in Photography by Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting, Govt of India. Camera for her is a co-traveller. She hails from Kashmir 
and mostly loves to click black and white. She is presently pursuing her research in 
Rajasthan.
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SEMESTER I
Inzamamul Ahad
Asiya Tabasum
Vijdan Mohammad Kawoosa
Uzma Jan
Muqeet-ul-Amin
Aijaz Ahmad Parray
Aalia Rahman
Sanna Irshad Mattoo
Khushnuma Hamid Mir
Sadiq Hussain Midday
Ibrahim Mussa
Tehseen Afzal
Khursheed Ahmad Ahangar
Nuzhat Mushtaq
Arif Rashid Bhat
Mehrajudin Aslam Najar
Mohammad Dawood Ali
Vikar Ahmad Shah
Afshana Farooq
Ishfaq Ahmad Reshi
Peerzada Akhtar Rasool
Naseer-ud-Din Shah
Aamir Hussain Naikoo
Ishrat Akhter
Muzamil Ahmad Shah
Khalid Saifullah Bhat
Aaqib Aziz Alai
Mohammad Iqbal Dar
Muzamil Mushtaq

5-DAY ADVANCED 
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP

SEMESTER III
Amjed Abbas Wani
Amrina Riyaz Fazli
Danish Gul Wani
Insha
Insha Latif Khan
Insha Nisar Mir
Insha Rashid Bhat
*TIGBR�4IBà�%BS
Mansoor Ahmad Peer
Mian Wasaf Jeelani
Muheet-ul-Islam
Munazah Kanwal
Khursheed Ahmad Parray
Khursheed Ahmad Malik
Nazirah Jabbar
Nazima Sidiq Bhat
Nowsheeba Mushtaq
3BàR�#JO�3BTIJE
Saima Bashir
Shafat Ahmad Magray
Suhail Hussain Bhat
Sumaiya Yousuf
4ZFE�3BàZBI
Tabish Nisar Khan
Younis Ahmad Kaloo
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