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As many as 285 persons have been killed by wild 
animals in Jammu and Kashmir in last 10 years, 
according to the wild life department. More than 
800 persons have also been injured in man-animal 
encounters in the valley.
As per the data available with the regional wildlife 
department Dachigam, 2013 witnessed maximum 
casualties with 28 deaths reported in the year. At 
least 333 persons were also injured in 2013.
Many animal attacks have been reported from the 
areas where people have converted agriculture 
fields into apple orchards. 
Abdul Qasim Rather was working in his field. 
Suddenly a bear appeared from the crop and 
pounced on him. “He was critically injured and 
succumbed at the hospital after two days,” said his 
son, Muhammad Yusuf Rather.
Residents of Harwan in the outskirts of Srinagar 
blame wild life department for failing to monitor 
the area and trap the wild animals. 
Abdul Ahad, a resident of Harwan, was attacked 
by a bear while he was going to a local mosque for 
offering pre-dawn prayers. 

Man-animal encounters claim over 280 lives in 10 years

‘Deforrestation and unabated 
urbanization disturbing wildlife 
habitat’
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“It was pitch dark. Suddenly a bear attacked me from be-
hind. I tried my best to escape from its grip but to no avail. 
The bear caught hold of my head and tore my right ear off,” 
he said. 
“After receiving treatment for 20 days, I found, my ear 
tucked in my clothes. But it was of no use as it was too late 
to attach it.”
Razzaq, another resident of Dara Harwan, was working in 
his agriculture field when a black bear attacked him. His 
face was mutilated in the attack.
The locals have been demanding compensation for the loss 
of lives and injuries inflicted by wild animals.
Nazir Malik, a forest guard at Dachigam with many years of 
experience, attributes the animal attacks to increasing hu-
man population and shrinking forest cover. “Forests serve 
as habitat for animals, but trees are being cut down forcing 
them to venture into human habitations,” he said.
“We have observed that bears are involved in 80 percent of 
animal attacks on humans. They do not eat human flesh. 
They attack only to defend themselves,” Malik said, add-
ing that the man-animal confrontations can be substantially 
reduced if humans do not do things that incite animals to 
attack. 
The land meant for wild animal grazing has shrunk consid-
erably with concrete houses coming up thick and fast. Both 
officials and people seem to ignore adverse consequences 
thereof. 
“Wild animals such as bear and leopard are seen struggling 
for food because of the imbalance created in the local wild 
ecosystem,” said Malik.
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The department is working to ensure perfection in 
teaching-learning process in classrooms and for the 
same has been continuously striving to upgrade all 
essential components be it curriculum revision, con-
ducting workshops, guest lectures and interactions 
with experts from the industry. 
We understand that for a specialized course like ours, 
it needs both expertise and resources to help and con-
solidate effective teaching/learning. A journalism 
student is required to acquire multimedia skills to tell 
the stories across various platforms. 
The department has requested for updating already 
available equipment and setting up of a temporary 
work station-studio for students till university is 
shifted to its permanent campus at Ganderbal. The 
department stands committed to provide all the re-
quired facilities to students and to train and prepare 
them for eventual industry placements. 
Students are assigned regular beats where they work 
on the stories and also a regular photo feature gives 
them an opportunity to showcase their talent with 
the camera. Keeping in view the importance of the 
subject, the department is contemplating to launch 
a bilingual newspaper from next session. That will 
provide an elaborate platform for students to report 
in-depth stories on diverse issues and hone their re-
porting, writing and editing skills. 
Samanbal acknowledges the feedback and appreciates 
the encouragement received from our readers.
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At least 10 leopards and 9 black bears have been killed in the 
last two decades, he added. 
Wildlife department is responsible to look after both wild an-
imals and trees. It also keeps a check on residential houses 
bordering the wild life reserved areas.  
“Wild life management should increase the plantation of fruit 
bearing trees so that wild animals don’t move out in search of 
food,” a forest guard added.
Officials believe that the intra-departmental cooperation is 
a must to keep man-animal conflict at bay. The increase in 
man-animal conflict cases is also attributed partly to the neg-
ligence of employees, particularly those stationed to look af-
ter the movement of animals in the park.
“We have to take care of animals as we do for ourselves,” 
Malik said. “Animals should be fed with proper amount of 
food and medically checked on regular basis.”
At the outset of autumn season, bears tend to have more food 
that suffices them throughout the period of hibernation. 
“The wildlife department has been trying its best to minimize 
the man-animal conflict. There is a need for awareness so that 
people can deal with wild encounters better. People should 
volunteer for awareness campaigns.” 
Experts say poor knowledge of animal behaviour has been a 
major cause for the conflict. 
“The problem can be resolved to a large extent if people living 
near forest areas are made aware of the behavioural pattern of 
animals. Spreading awareness among the villagers will help 
in peaceful coexistence between humans and wild animals. It 
will help in creating tolerance towards the wildlife.”
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Experts sound alarm over ‘disastrous’ earthquake preparedness in Kashmir

Kashmir is located in a seismically active zone 
with most parts of the Valley falling under Seismic 
Zone-V because of its proximity to Eurasian and 
Indo-Australian tectonic plates. 
School children are most vulnerable during 
earthquakes as most of the educational institutions 
are susceptible to heavy damage. 
Prof Mohammad Shafi Bhat of Kashmir 
University’s Disaster Management Department, 
says that almost all the school buildings across 
Kashmir are “non-engineered”, a term used for 
structures built without expert consultation. 
“The culture in Jammu and Kashmir is such that we 
do not put the safety of our lives on priority rather 
we care more about trivial things,” says Prof Shafi.
“We will spend millions on constructing a colossal 
house, but we will not consult an engineer or expert 
to build it strong and earthquake resistant. Unless 
we live with this mindset, we cannot be ready for 
any disaster,” he adds.
In Kashmir, almost all schools - except a handful 

of elite schools like DPS and St. Joseph School Baramulla 
- have been built without consultation of experts. In some 
rural areas, schools have been built on steep terrains, which 
are more prone to landslides.
Starting the schools in rented houses or other old buildings 
has become a common practice in some parts of Kashmir. 
Most of the times, these buildings are decrepit but the school 
authorities paint them and make some minor repairs to 
make it appear good. In such situations, the lives of students 
remain in peril.
Experts have formulated some principles for mitigating 
earthquake, but they vary from building to building. But 
some of the basic principles, if followed, can make a build-
ing seismic resistant.
Experts say a building should be built on bedrocks and not 
on sloppy sediments. It is important to use strong material 
like steel to make the concrete buildings strong enough. 
Prof Shafi says there are codes and guidelines for constructing 
a building - whether it is a government or private owned - 
which if implemented would make the structures seismic 
resistant. 

‘The need is to make our buildings stronger lest they are reduced to rubble’

INZAMAM UL AHAD
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“The codes laid down by the government for constructing 
a building exist only on papers. In practice, they are never 
implemented. The reason is that people think that following 
these codes might cost them more money while the govern-
ment takes it lightly,” he says.
“A legal institutional framework for seismic-resistant school 
buildings in Kashmir is the need of the hour. It must be 
made mandatory for the new schools to follow the building 
codes laid down by experts.” Besides, he suggests, courses 
on disaster management should be introduced at school and 
university levels to raise awareness among students.
Prof Shakeel Ramshoo, one of the renowned geologists of 
Kashmir, says that the mindset of people needs to be changed 
for better disaster preparedness. “We care about earthquakes 
only when it hits us,” he says.
Mock Drills conducted by government and some NGOs 
in schools to educate and prepare students for any natural 
disaster may be helpful for quick response. But Prof Ram-
shoo says that the way mock drills are conducted in Kashmir 
prove nothing but wastage of time and energy.
“Mock drills should not appear as a mock. Rather they 
should appear very real so that it is taken seriously,” he says.
Prof Ramshoo, who has spent some time in Japan where 
earthquakes occur frequently, says: “In Japan an alarm 
would ring anytime, implying a disaster. Everyone is then 
supposed to vacate the building quickly. It does not matter 
at which floor of the building you are at, you just have to va-

cate the building. When one reaches the lawn of the 
building, it is revealed that it was just a mock drill.”
This way, Prof Ramshoo adds, the mock drills don’t 
appear fun or mere drills. “They appear realistic 
and prove more effective during the real disasters.”
Safety measures in schools like availability of fire 
extinguishers, emergency exits, smoke alarms, and 
creating classrooms with wide spaces so that dur-
ing any disaster, space is not choked, are rarely tak-
en into consideration while building a school. The 
same holds true for other buildings. 
Prof Ramshoo says that the government and peo-
ple perceive disaster preparedness more as crisis 
management rather than taking pre-emptive steps 
to mitigate the chances of a huge crisis. 
“We must focus more on mitigation and prepar-
edness rather than rescue and relief. Earthquakes 
don’t kill, buildings do.  Building seismic resistant 
buildings may be little more costly but if a little ex-
tra money can save precious lives, then it becomes 
not a choice but a responsibility that must not be 
overlooked. The need is to make our buildings 
stronger lest they are reduced to rubble.”
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Lack of basic infrastructure in Anganwadi centres in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district has evoked strong resentment from local residents. 
The Anganwadi centres operate in dilapidated and unhygienic rented 
accommodations, putting the health of children at risk.
Anganwadi centres run under Integrated Child Development Scheme 
(ICDS), which aims at providing nutritional requirements to the children 
below the age of 6 years and nursing mothers.
Official sources said there are 2425 sanctioned Anganwadi centers run-
ning under ICDS for the children aged between 0-6 years in Baramulla 
district.
“2389 are operational but majority of them are without toilets and drink-
ing water facilities.”
The main aim of the ICDS is to provide supplementary nutritional bene-
fits to the beneficiary children. This means identifying and fulfilling the 
deficiencies of calories, proteins, minerals and vitamins in the existing 
diets, avoiding cut-backs in the family diet, and taking other measures 
for nutritional rehabilitation. 
“Unfortunately these things remain confined to papers, nothing is done 
on ground. Lack of basic facilities including drinking water and toilets 
defeats the purpose of the scheme,” said a local resident, Javid Ahmad.
Another resident, Mohammad Ashraf said: “Children sit on torn mats in 
dark rooms huddled together in these centres. Government has failed to 
upgrade the basic facilities under the ICDS scheme.”
A resident of Kandi, Sangrama alleged that some Anganwadi workers 
and helpers store food in their homes and sell it to shopkeepers.
On their part, Anganwadi workers and helpers also complain about the 
lack of facilities. “What can we do when we don’t possess the required 

things in the centres? We have to manage 
things at times. We are doing whatever is 
possible on our own,” said an Anganwa-
di worker, wishing anonymity. 
A senior official in the department said 
non-availability of land is one of the 
main factors that come in the way of up-
grading basic facilities in these centres.
Speaking to Samanbal, Programme Of-
ficer ICDS Baramulla, Nazir Ahmad 
Khawaja said government has released 
funds for renovation and up-gradation of 
the ICDS centres. He said the construc-
tion of buildings is being taken up in a 
phased manner.
“Government has released funds for up-
grading basic facilities in these centres 
which include repairs and renovation but 
the main problem is the non-availabil-
ity of land. This is a community based 
scheme and community has to provide 
land for construction of building,” he 
said.
“Where ever there are centres are in 
government buildings we are taking up 
their repair work. Under Swach Bharat 
Abhiyaan toilet facilities are being made 
available for the children. We require 
600 square feet land for a centre, which 
is not available. This is the main prob-
lem behind lack of accommodation in 
the centres,” he added.
Khawaja said efforts are on to convert 
some centres into model ICDS centres.
ICDS was launched in 1975 in accord-
ance to the National Policy for Children 
in India. Over the years it has grown 
into one of the largest integrated family 
and community welfare schemes in the 
world. Given its effectiveness over the 
last few decades, Government of India 
has committed towards ensuring univer-
sal availability of the programme.

ICDS centres lack basic facilities in Baramulla

‘Unhygienic conditions put health of children at risk’
Govt to take up renovation work in a phased manner: ICDS Officer

MANSOOR PEER

What is the Integrated Child
Development Service?

Developmental Child Health
Services

Pre School Special Educational
Needs Services (PRESENS)

Disabled Children’s Social Work 
and Occupational Therapy Services
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CUK can play pivotal role in improving education sector: Minister

VC hails Govt support for Ganderbal campus

Srinagar: Minister for Education, Naeem 
Akhtar said the Central University of 
Kashmir (CUK) should make strenuous 
efforts in preparing its students for the 
stiff competition at national as well as 
global level.
Akhtar was speaking after kick-starting 
the Digital India Week and viewing the 
documentary “Into The Murky Waters,” 
made by Associated Media and in-house 
documentary “Saaz” prepared by the 
Department of Convergent Journalism 
at the Nowgam Academic block of the 
varsity on July 2.
CUK Officiating Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Mehraj udDin, Registrar, Prof. M Afzal 
Zargar, Controller of Examinations, Dr. 
Nazir Ahmad Gilkar, Deans of Schools, 
Heads/Coordinators of Departments, 
faculty members, administrative staff, 
research scholars and other students 
were present on the occasion.
Akhtar said the government has decided 
to give additional land to the University 
at its designated campus in Ganderbal to 
cater to the vertical constructions.
Akhtar said the Central University 
should play a pivotal role in further im-
proving the education sector of the State. 
“It should come forward in restoring the 
acceptability of the government run ed-
ucational institutions, particularly the 
school education,” he said.
Citing the example of Japan whose econ-
omy is second largest in the world due to 
the rich manpower, Akhtar emphasized 
the need to understand the importance of 
Human Resource than the physical ma-
terial and called for honing of the same 
in the Jammu and Kashmir.
He asked the youth to ensure account-
ability of the government through their 
active participation at various forums.
Commenting on the September 2014 
floods which wreaked havoc in the Srina-
gar city and other parts of the Kashmir, 

Akhtar said the practical wisdom was abandoned while dealing with the 
situation.  
He blamed the rampant and unplanned urbanization for the last year’s 
deluge. He said the people of Valley have forgotten traditional wisdom 
with respect to the construction of houses. “Our forefathers had pre-
served a unique geographical identity, but now we are following the 
models owned by the western countries,” Akhtar said. 
He said the advanced countries have been able to strike a balance be-
tween the development, modernity and preservation of nature, culture 
and ethos.  
Akhtar praised the students of Convergent Journalism for their efforts in 
preparing the documentary “Saaz”.
Earlier, officiating Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Mehraj ud Din, thanked the 
present dispensation for the proposed additional land situated at an ele-
vated position at Ganderbal for the establishment of the University cam-
pus with vertical expansion and hailed the contribution of the Education 
Minister in this part. 
He said on the directions of Chief Minister, Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, 
the University is adopting four schools at Ganderbal and around. 
Prof. Mehraj said the varsity is presently offering 12 programmes and 
has launched 12 more programmes including integrated B.Sc-M.Sc 
courses in Science and Diploma courses in other subjects from this ac-
ademic session. 
He said that despite floods, the university maintained its academic cal-
endar and the examinations were conducted on time.
Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar, thanked the Minister and assured him 
that the varsity would work shoulder to shoulder with the State govern-
ment to improve the quality of education in the Jammu and Kashmir. 
He hailed the DCJ students and Coordinator, Asif Khan for making re-
search based documentaries which were quiet informative and worth 
appreciation.
Coordinator, DCJ, Asif Khan said as part of the ‘specialization’ course 
under the new scheme, fourth semester students of the department are 
supposed to make different media products including documentary 
films. This has been introduced keeping in view industry requirement 
and placement of the students.
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Contemporary Quality Concerns in Higher Education

the theme at length. The inaugural address was made by Prof A S Brar, 
Vice-Chancellor Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar. The inaugural 
session came to an end with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr Nazir Ahmad 
Gilkar (COE, CUK). 
On this occasion two academic documents were released, IQAC News-
letter highlighting the activities conducted under the banner of internal 
quality assurance cell of the University and a seminar Souvenir giving a 
full account of the academic business to be carried in the sessions. Ab-
stracts of papers formed an important segment of this academic document, 
which is very rich in content reflecting the involvement of academics in 
the intellectual process. 
For deliberations in the seminar out of 72 papers received on varied 
dimensions, 65 were presented with a presentations ratio of 90% which 
is highly encouraging. There were 17 case studies and 23 well researched 
papers based on empirical evidences verifying some basic concepts. The 
papers presented forming the content of the seminar could be categorized 
as under:
1. A good number of papers with discipline specific orientation like 

teacher education, gender education, environmental education, 
distance education, business education, technical education, vocational 
education, value education and landscape education.

2. Relationship based papers included like economics of education 
and economic growth; self-perception and educational awareness; 
emotional maturity of regular vis a viz distance learners; LPG and 
higher education; digital information management and open source 
digital library management; count table and value table.

3. Papers based on emerging concepts, like: MOOCs, rubrics, smart 
date-sheet, portfolio, open-book exam, on-line exam, RUSA etc.

Participation of the scholars, senior academicians from various universities 
and colleges within and outside included from Kashmir University, Cen-
tral university of Jammu, Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, Baba 
Ghulamshah Badshah University, Rajouri, Jammu University, Punjabi 
University, Patiala, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar and NAAC, 
Bangalore.
All the sessions were abuzz with debates and discussions. As it happens 
in all high level seminars, it always attract intellectual rigour. There were 
exchange of arguments and counter arguments with all tolerance exhibited 
by the participants. A distinction was very clear as regards to operational 
and intellectual deliberations in this seminar.
In his valedictory address the Vice-Chancellor, CUK, Prof Mehraj-ud-Din 
Mir stressed upon the faculty in the university to enjoy academic freedom 
in a serene environment so as to achieve academic excellence. His prime 
focus was on intellectual growth being the core activity in the university. 
Prof Ashok Aima, Vice-Chancellor, Central University of Jammu stressed 
upon all the stakeholders to put their efforts together to effect synergy in 
achieving the set goals to combat quality concerns. 

(The writer can be mailed at gilkarna@rediffmail.com)

Dr Nazir Ahmad Gilkar
Two day national level seminar, in 
content and participation, on theme 
‘Contemporary quality Concerns in 
Higher Education’ - a joint academic 
venture of NAAC Bangalore and 
Central University of Kashmir 
was held on Sept 10-11, 2015. The 
seminar was spread over nine intel-
lectual sessions covering one sub-
theme each conducted in three slots 
going simultaneously. In the context 
of higher education the following 
subjects were deliberated upon: 
challenges and opportunities; policy 
perspectives; issues and resolutions, 
emerging trends; Total Quality, Man-
agement, economics of education; 
knowledge management and deci-
mations; CT interventions; assess-
ment, evaluation, and examinations 
reforms.
The keynote paper presented by Prof 
Lokesh Verma (Central University 
of Jammu) deliberated upon the 
focal theme of the seminar and the 
academic derivatives in the form of 
sub-themes covering the entire gam-
ut of business to be conducted in the 
technical sessions. Prof N A Nadeem 
(DSE, CUK) highlighted aims and 
objectives of this academic event and 
presented a case study of CUK with 
regard to IQAC performance. Prof 
M Afzal Zarger (Registrar, CUK) in 
his welcome note deliberated upon 


