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PREFACE 

 

The present study material includes the four sub-units of the unit one of the Course IL-C-103, 

titled Introduction to Sociology, which is meant for the first semester of five-year Integrated-

BALLB course at the University. The entire course of BALLB has been divided into ten 

semesters and Sociology as per the last revised syllabus is taught in the first two semesters of the 

course. The paper “Introduction to Sociology” is taught in the first semester and “Sociology of 

Indian Society” in the second. The main objective of this introductory paper is to familiarise the 

students with the contexts in which sociology emerged as a distinctive discipline. In this paper, 

students get to understand the essentials and fundamentals of sociology with a focus on the 

introduction of sociology, the basic concepts, social institutions, its relationship with other social 

sciences along with an introduction to few of the Western Classical theoretical perspectives in 

sociology. 

 

I like to mention that, except the scanned pages for sub-unit 4 from F. Abraham and J.H. 

Morgan’s Sociological Thought, I have tried to present the contents of this material simply and 

comprehensively, if students face any difficulty, while reading, in understanding the contents, 

their comments and suggestions are welcome as they will be helpful in further improvement of 

the material. 

 

Anil Kumar 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Unit I Emergence of Sociology 

 

1. Definition of Sociology (pp.3-5) 

2. Scope of Sociology (pp.6-8) 

3. Relationship of Sociology with other social sciences (p.9) 

3.1 Sociology and Anthropology (pp.9-11) 

3.2 Sociology and Psychology (pp.11-13) 

3.3 Sociology and Criminology (pp.14-15) 

4. Some Key Sociological Theories 

4.1 Auguste Comte’s law of three stages (pp.16-18) 

4.2 Karl Marx’s theory of class and class conflict (pp.18-25) 

4.3 Herbert Spencer’s theory of evolution (pp.26-30) 

4.4 Emile Durkheim’s theory of suicide (pp.31-35) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Anil Kumar, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Central University of Kashmir (anilkumar@cukashmir.ac.in) 
3 

1 

DEFINITION OF SOCIOLOGY 

 

The term sociology is made of two different words – the Latin word socius and the Greek word 

logos. The word socius means ‘companion’, ‘comrade’ or ‘friend’ and logos means ‘logic’, 

‘reason’ or ‘study of’. Thus, sociology means the study of the process of companionship. 

According to the Penguin Dictionary of Sociology, it may be defined as “the study of the bases 

of social membership.” More technically, sociology is the analysis of the structure of social 

relationships as constituted by social interaction. 

  

Auguste Comte coined the term ‘sociology’ in his book Positive Philosophy in 1838. So 

he is referred to as the father of sociology. Sociology is the youngest of the social sciences. Its 

major concern is society, and hence, it is popularly known as the “science of society.” 

  

Auguste Comte defined sociology as “the science of social phenomena subject to natural 

and invariable laws, the discovery of which is the object of investigation.” Comte recommended 

that the study of society be called the science of society, that is, sociology. He proposed that 

sociology be studied considering the two main parts of the society: a) the social statics and b) the 

social dynamics. 

  

Herbert Spencer also developed a systematic study of society and adopted the word 

‘sociology’ in his works. His book Principles of Sociology was the first systematic study devoted 

mainly to the sociological analysis. According to Spencer, the fields of sociology are the family, 

politics, religion, social control, industry or work etc. 

 

Sociology has been defined in several ways by different sociologists and research 

scholars:- 

a) Emile Durkheim defines sociology as “the science of social facts and social institutions.” 

b) Max Weber defines sociology as “the science which attempts the interpretive 

understanding of social action to arrive at a causal explanation of its course and effects.” 

c) Morris Ginsberg defines sociology in the broadest sense as “the study of human 

interactions and inter-relations, their conditions and consequences.” 

d) Kingsley Davis says that “sociology is a general science of society.” 

e) Ogburn and Nimkoff define sociology as “the scientific study of social life and human 

behaviour.” 

f) According to Harry M. Johnson, “sociology is the science that deals with social groups.” 

g) Alex Inkeles says, “sociology is the study of systems of social action and their inter-

relations.” 

h) Kimball Young and Raymond W. Mack define sociology as “the scientific study of the 

social aspects of human life.” 

i) Henry Fairchild defines sociology as “the study of man and his human environment in 

their relations to each other.” 

j) According to Marshal Jones, “sociology is the study of man-in-relationship-to-men.” 

k) According to Park, “sociology is the science of collective behaviour.” 
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There is a common idea in all the definitions as mentioned above that sociology is concerned 

with man, his social relations and his society. And, regarding the scientific nature of this 

discipline, it is a science in the sense that it involves objective and systematic methods of 

investigation and evaluation of social reality in the light of empirical evidence and interpretation. 

But it cannot be directly modelled on the patterns of natural sciences, because human behaviour 

is different from the world of nature. Therefore, sociology is a social science, and it is different 

from natural science because the subject matter of natural sciences is relatively static and 

unchanging whereas human behaviour, the subject matter of sociology, is flexible and dynamic. 

  

Robert Bierstedt in his book The Social Order written in 1957 has discussed the 

following features of sociology:- 

 

a) Sociology is a social science and not a natural or physical science: Sciences are 

commonly divided into natural and social sciences. Natural or physical sciences study 

natural phenomena. These are astronomy, biology, chemistry, geology and physics, etc. 

Social sciences include sociology, anthropology, economics and political science, etc. 

They study various aspects of human society. And sociology broadly studies human 

behaviour, the man in society, the social life of human beings and the structure of society. 

 

b) Sociology is a categorical discipline and not a normative discipline: Sociology is 

concerned with the questions of what, when, how or why and where about man and 

society and not what should be or ought to be. It gives categorical judgements rather than 

normative ones. It means sociology is a discipline that cannot deal with problems of good 

or evil, moral or immoral, and right or wrong. It is ethically neutral. 

 

c) Sociology is pure science and not an applied science: Sociology is a pure science because 

the immediate aim of sociology is the acquisition of knowledge about human society and 

not the utilisation of that knowledge. Sociologists never determine questions of public 

policy and do not recommend legislators what laws should be passed or repealed. But the 

knowledge acquired by a sociologist is of great help to the administrator, the legislator, 

the diplomat, the teacher, the foreman, the supervisor, the social worker and the citizen. 

 

d) Sociology is relatively an abstract science and not a concrete science: Sociology is not 

interested in concrete manifestations of human events. It is more concerned with the form 

of human events and their patterns. For example, sociology is not interested in particular 

families but in the family that exists in general in all societies as a social institution. 

Similarly, sociology is not concerned with particular wars and revolutions but with war 

and revolution in general as social phenomena or as types of social conflict. 

 

e) Sociology is a generalising science and not a particularising or individualising science: 

Sociology tries to find out the general laws or principles about human interaction and 

association, about the nature, form, content and structure of human groups and societies. 

It does not study every event that takes place in society. It is not possible also. It tries to 

make generalisations based on the study of some selected events. 
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f) Sociology is a general science and not a special social science: The area of inquiry of 

sociology, in general, is a society. It is not specific or specialised. It is concerned with 

human interactions and human life in general. Other social sciences like political science, 

history, economics etc. also study man and human interaction, but they concentrate their 

attention on certain aspects of human interaction and activities and specialise themselves 

in those fields. Economics specialises itself in the study of economic activities, political 

science concentrates on political activities, and so on. Sociology, of course, studies 

human activities in a general way and does not investigate any special kind of interaction. 

 

g) Sociology is both a rational and an empirical science: As Immanuel Kant said, “Theories 

without facts are empty, and facts without theories are blind.” In the sociological inquiry, 

both theories and facts are significant. They are required in the construction of 

knowledge. The empiricists collect facts, and the rationalists arrange them. 

 

Thus, it is concluded from the above discussion regarding the meaning and nature of sociology 

that it is an independent science because it is not treated and studies as a branch of any other 

science like philosophy or political philosophy or history. As an independent general social 

science, it has its scope, field of study, boundary and method. 
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2 

SCOPE OF SOCIOLOGY 
 

Sociology is a systematic and objective study of social life, which is created by a variety of 

interactions between individuals and groups. Sociology has a wide range of concerns and 

interests. It seeks to provide classifications and forms of social relationships, institutions and 

associations, relating to economic, political, moral, religious and social aspects of human life. 

There are various aspects of society that are the subject matter of sociology. Alex Inkeles, in his 

book What is Sociology?: An Introduction to the Discipline and Profession, published in 1964, 

has divided the subject matter of sociology into four major areas:- 

 

a) Sociological analysis: The major concern of sociology is sociological analysis and study 

of human culture and society. 

b) Primary units of social life: Sociology is the study of social acts and social relationships, 

individual personality, social groups, communities, associations and populations. 

c) Basic social institutions: Sociology has been concerned with the development, structure 

and function of a wide variety of basic social institutions like family and kinship, 

economic, political, religious, legal, educational and scientific institutions. 

d) Fundamental social processes: Sociology is also the study of social processes like 

differentiation and stratification, cooperation, accommodation, assimilation, social 

conflict, socialisation, communication, social values, social control, social change and 

social integration. 

 

Sociology has also laid much emphasis on the methods of social research. Contemporary 

sociology has tended to become more and more rational. Sociologists are concerned with the task 

of “formulating concepts, propositions and theories.” 

 

The Oxford Dictionary of Sociology puts that certain social aspects become the subject 

matter of sociology. These are:- 

 

a) Social organisation: It refers to the interdependence of different aspects of society. It is 

an essential characteristic of all social entities, such as groups and communities. Herbert 

Spencer used the term ‘social organisation’ to refer to the interrelations of the economic, 

political and other divisions of society. Emile Durkheim implies by social organisation 

almost exclusively, social integration and regulation through consensus about morals and 

values. 

b) Social structure: It refers to the pattern of interrelations between individuals. Every 

society has a social structure, a complex of major institutions, groups, and arrangements, 

relating to status and power. 

c) Social institutions: A social institution is a procedure, practice and an instrument; hence a 

collection of a variety of customs and habits accumulated over some time. In every 

society, people create social institutions to meet their basic needs of survival. 

d) Culture: It is the totality of learned and socially transmitted behaviour from one 

generation to the next. It includes symbols, signs and language, besides religion, rituals, 

beliefs and artefacts. Culture is a guiding force in everyday life. It is the culture that 

distinguishes one society from the other. 
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There are two main schools of thought regarding the scope of sociology:- 

 

1. The Formal school or the Specialistic school 

 

a) Georg Simmel is the main advocate of this school. He is a German sociologist and is 

known as the champion of formal sociology. He proposed three major areas of 

sociological study: 

 

(i) General sociology, which studies the whole of historically developed life in so far 

as it is formed socially. This area includes the study of rhythms, stages and 

patterns of development, particularly processes of growth and decline. 

(ii) Formal sociology, which studies societal forms or forms of interaction such as 

competition, conflict, subordination and superordination etc. 

(iii) Philosophical sociology, which is the epistemology of the social sciences. 

 

b) Max Weber, another German sociologist, opines that sociology aims to interpret or 

understand social behaviour. Besides, he says, sociology should concern itself with the 

meaning of social action. 

 

2. The Synthetic school or the Generalistic school 

 

This school believes that sociology is a synthesis of the social sciences. It wants to make 

sociology a general social science. The main argument of this school is that all parts of social life 

are intimately inter-related. Hence sociology should study social life as a whole. The main 

exponents of this school are:- 

 

a) Emile Durkheim: Durkheim says that sociology has three main division or fields of 

inquiry. They are: 

 

(i) Social Morphology: It studies the territorial basis of the life of people and also the 

problems of the population such as volume and density, local distribution etc. 

(ii) Social Physiology: It has different branches such as sociology of religion, 

sociology of morals, sociology of law, sociology of economic life and sociology 

of language etc. 

(iii) General Sociology: This can be regarded as the philosophical part of sociology. It 

deals with the general character of social facts. Its function is the formulation of 

general social laws. 

 

b) Morris Ginsberg: Ginsberg says that the main task of sociology can be categorised into 

four branches. They are: 

 

(i) Social Morphology: It deals with the quantity and quality of the population. It 

studies the social structure, social groups and institutions. 
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(ii) Social Control: Sociology studies formal as well as informal means of social 

control such as custom, tradition, morals, religion etc. It deals with the regulating 

agencies of society. 

(iii) Social Processes: Sociology is a study of different modes of interaction such as 

cooperation, competition, conflict, accommodation, assimilation, isolation, 

integration, differentiation etc. 

(iv) Social Pathology: It studies social mal-adjustment and disturbances. It includes 

studies on social problems like poverty, beggary, unemployment, over-population, 

prostitution etc. 

 

To conclude the discussion regarding the scope of sociology, it can be said that sociology is both 

a formal or special social science as well as a general social science. The point of difference lies 

only with different views of different scholars that can be termed as different “sociological 

perspectives.” 
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3 

RELATIONSHIP OF SOCIOLOGY WITH OTHER SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 

Social sciences have been defined as the study of the behaviour of the people in human society. 

All social sciences thus share in common the task of exploring the reality of society, that is, the 

social behaviour of human beings. Each social science, for example, psychology, anthropology, 

economics, political science and sociology, focuses attention on one particular dimension of 

social reality, and each of them studies man from their particular angle. Their approach to study 

or perspective is different from one another. 

 

Such as psychology is often defined as “the science of mind or the mental processes.” It 

is primarily concerned with individual human behaviour. It tries to analyse the behaviour of a 

person in terms of its relationship to personality structure. 

 

Economics studies “the ways by which man makes a living.” It concerns how goods, 

services and wealth are produced, consumed and distributed within societies. 

 

Political Science investigates “how people govern themselves.” Its main focus of the 

study is power, government and political processes. 

 

History claims to study “the significant past or chronological records of distant past 

events.” It is treated either social science or one of the humanities. 

 

Sociology tries systematically and objectively to understand social life and predicts how 

various influences will affect it. It claims to study those aspects of social life, which are present 

in all social sciences. It also tries to bring together and extend the knowledge and insights of all 

the fellow disciplines. 

 

3.1 Sociology and Anthropology 

 

Anthropology is a general science like sociology. The word anthropology is derived from two 

Greek words – anthropos meaning ‘human’ and logos meaning ‘logic’. Thus, the etymological 

meaning of anthropology is “the logic of the human” or in simple words “the study of the man.” 

Anthropology seems to be the broadest of all the social sciences. It studies man both as a 

member of the animal kingdom and as a member of the human society. It studies the biological 

as well as the cultural developments of man. Anthropology has a wide field of study.  

 

According to Kroeber, “anthropology is the science of man and his works and behaviour. 

It is concerned not with a particular man but with a man in groups, with races and peoples and 

their happenings and doings.” He mentions two broad divisions of anthropology:- 

(i) Physical Anthropology: It studies man as a biological being, that is, as a member of the 

animal kingdom. It is concerned with the evolution of man, his bodily characteristics, racial 

features, and the influence of environment and heredity on the physical characteristics of man. It 

has two main branches— 

a) Human palaeontology, which concentrates on the study of fossils. 

b) Somatology, which deals with the human body in particular. 



Anil Kumar, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Central University of Kashmir (anilkumar@cukashmir.ac.in) 
10 

(ii) Socio-cultural Anthropology: It studies man as a social animal. It tries to understand human 

civilisations and the origin and development of man’s culture. It also studies various social 

institutions of primitive communities of the past as well as that of the present. It has three sub-

divisions— 

 a) Ethnology; the science of peoples and their cultures and life histories as groups. 

 b) Archaeology; the science of what is old in the career of humanity. 

 c) Linguistics; the study of language, in its widest sense, of the primitive peoples. 

 

Relationship between sociology and anthropology: 

 

1. Sociology and anthropology are closely related. 

a) Kroeber points out that “sociology and anthropology are twin sisters.” 

b) Robert Redfield writes that “viewing the whole United States, one sees that the relations 

between sociology and anthropology are closer than those between anthropology and 

political science, that is, partly due to greater similarity in ways of work.” 

c) According to Hoebel, “sociology and social anthropology are, in their broadest sense, the 

same.” 

d) Evans Pritchard considers “social anthropology a branch of sociology.” 

 

2. Anthropological studies greatly benefit sociology. Sociologists have to depend upon 

anthropologists to understand the present-day social phenomena from our knowledge of the past, 

which is often provided by anthropology. The studies made by famous anthropologists like 

Radcliffe Brown, Malinowski, Evans Pritchard, Margaret Mead and others have been proved to 

be valuable in sociology. 

 

3. Sociology and anthropology are interdependent. Sociological topics such as the origin of the 

family, the beginning of the marriage, private property, the genesis of religion, etc. can better be 

understood in the light of anthropological knowledge. And the conclusions drawn by sociologists 

have also helped the anthropologists in their studies. 

 

4. Sociology has been immensely enriched by the anthropological studies. Sociology has 

borrowed many concepts like cultural area, culture traits, cultural lag, culture patterns, culture 

configuration, etc. from socio-cultural anthropology. Further, society can be better understood by 

comparing various cultures, particularly the modern with the primitive. Thus, the knowledge of 

anthropology is necessary for a sociologist. 

 

Despite the similarities mentioned above, sociology and anthropology differ from each other in 

certain respects: 

 

1. According to Klukhon, “The sociological attitude had tended towards the practical and 

present, the anthropological towards the pure understanding and the past.” 

 

2. Sociology studies the modern, civilised and complex societies. Anthropology concerns itself 

with the simple, uncivilised or primitive and non-literate societies. 

 



Anil Kumar, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Central University of Kashmir (anilkumar@cukashmir.ac.in) 
11 

3. Sociologists more often study parts of society and generally specialise in institutions such as 

family, marriage, or processes, such as social change, social mobility. Anthropologists tend to 

study societies in all their aspects, as wholes. They concentrate their studies in a given ‘cultural 

area’. 

 

4. Sociologists study ‘small’ as well as ‘large’ societies. Anthropologists usually concentrate on 

small societies such as those of Naga, Rengma, Khasi, Gond, Bhil etc. 

 

5. Sociology makes use of observation, interview, social survey, questionnaires and other 

methods and techniques in its investigations. Anthropologists directly go and live in the 

communities they study. They make use of direct observations and interviews. 

 

Despite the differences, anthropology is so closely related to sociology that the two are 

frequently indistinguishable. Both of them are fast growing. The socio-cultural anthropologists, 

today, are also making a study of the present peoples and their societies. In several universities, 

anthropology and sociology are administratively organised into one department. 

 

3.2 Sociology and Psychology 

 

The word ‘psychology’ was formed by combining two Greek terms: psychē (meaning ‘breath’, 

‘principle of life’, ‘life’, ‘human mind’ or ‘soul’) and logos (meaning ‘logic’, ‘speech’, ‘word’, 

‘reason’ or ‘to know, to study’). An early use appears in Nicholas Culpeper’s mid-17
th

-century 

translation of Simeon Partliz’s A New Method of Physick, in which it is stated that “Psychologie 

is the knowledge of the soul.” Today, psychology is concerned with the science or study of the 

mind and behaviour. Many branches of psychology are differentiated by the specific field to 

which they belong, such as animal psychology, child psychology, sports psychology etc. 

 

Psychology has been defined as “the science of behaviour” or “the science of mind.” It 

emerged as a distinct discipline in the second half of the nineteenth century, with the work of 

researchers such as Wilhelm Wundt (1832-1920) who founded the first experimental laboratory 

of psychology in Leipzig. He was the first person ever to call himself a psychologist. He is 

widely regarded as the father of ‘experimental psychology’. The focus of psychology has been 

remained on identifying the general mechanisms involved in processes such as: 

1. Perception 

2. Learning 

3. Motivation 

4. Memory 

5. Individual differences (concerning intelligence and personality) 

 

Robert Henry Thouless, a British psychologist, defined psychology as “the positive science of 

human experience and behaviour.” And, Merriam Webster Dictionary carries the following 

meanings of psychology: 

1. “It is the science of mind and behaviour.” 

2. “It is the mental or behavioural characteristics of an individual or group.” 

3. “It is the study of mind and behaviour about a particular field of knowledge or activity.” 
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Thus, psychology can be defined as the scientific study of the human mind and its functions, 

especially those affecting behaviour in a given context. Although sociology and psychology are 

contributory to each other, yet there is a dispute regarding the problem of the relationship 

between them. According to Emile Durkheim, sociology should study social facts and not 

psychological facts. Social facts, according to Durkheim, are something external to the 

individual and exercise an external constraint on the individual. On the other hand, Morris 

Ginsberg holds the opinion that many sociological explanations could be made firmly established 

by being related to general psychological laws or explanations. As such, the psychological 

phenomenon is the result of social interaction. Krech and Crutchfield define social psychology as 

“the science of the behaviour of the individual in a society.” 

 

Characteristics of social psychology: 

 

1. It deals with the mental processes of man, considering him as a social being. 

2. It attempts to determine the character of his social behaviour. 

3. It involves various aspects of social behaviour: social interaction, the interaction between 

an individual and a group, and interaction between one group of individuals and another 

group of individuals. 

4. It studies the individual in his relation to his fellow-men. 

5. It also studies how an individual’s personality is a function both of his basic 

physiological and temperamental equipment and of the social and cultural influences to 

which he is exposed. 

 

Relationship of sociology with social psychology: 

 

1. The interdependence of the two sciences: Social psychology has to depend on sociology to 

understand properly human nature and behaviour as it is sociology which provides the necessary 

material regarding the structure, organisation and culture of societies to which individuals 

belong. Similarly, the sociologists have taken assistance from social psychology; they have 

recognised the importance of psychological factors in understanding the changes in the social 

structure. 

 

2. Both the sciences have common topics of interest: Sociologists and social psychologists may 

have to study together certain common topics such as – individual disorganisation, crime, 

juvenile delinquency, social disorganisation, public opinion, propaganda, leadership, war 

conflicts, socialisation, suggestion, imitation, fashion and so on. 

 

3. Social psychology helps to face social problems: Social psychology helps a great deal in 

facing several social problems, such as racial conflict, religious prejudices, communal tensions, 

crimes, juvenile delinquency, prostitution, gambling, and alcoholism etc. As social problems are 

inseparable from normal social processes and normal social behaviour, the knowledge of social 

psychology should be brought to resolve such problems. As social behaviour and misbehaviour 

are closely related, a social psychologist (an expert) will work in collecting details of the 

practical problems of deviants about social institutions. Of course, the social psychologist must 

know his limitations in curing social evils. He cannot be ‘master-fixer’ of solutions to social 

problems. 
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Views of different scholars about the relationship between sociology and social psychology: 

 

1. The relationship between social psychology and sociology is so close that Karl Pearson 

asserts that the two are not separate sciences. 

2. Robert Bierstedt says that “Social psychology, serves as a bridge between psychology 

and sociology.” 

3. William McDougall and Sigmund Freud expressed the view that the whole of the social 

life could be reduced finally to psychological forces. However, this view is not 

acceptable as it would reduce sociology to a mere branch of psychology and social life of 

man should not be studied exclusively with the methods of psychology. 

4. Emphasising the close relationship between sociology and social psychology, Richard 

LaPiere suggested that “social psychology is to sociology and psychology, as 

biochemistry to biology and chemistry.” 

5. R.M. MacIver says that “sociology in special gives aid to psychology, just as psychology 

gives special aid to sociology.” 

6. MacIver and Page suggest that “When we study the nature of the individual 

consciousness which expresses itself in social relationships, we are taking the 

psychological point of view. When we study the relationships themselves, we take the 

sociological point of view. Both sciences are concerned with different aspects of an 

indivisible reality. Individuals cannot be understood apart from their relations with one 

another; the relations cannot be understood apart from the units of the relationship.” 

7. To quote Murphy and others, “social psychology is the study of how the individual 

becomes a member of and functions in a social group.” 

8. T.B. Bottomore says that “social psychology is that part of general psychology which has 

particular relevance to social phenomena, or which deals with the psychological aspects 

of social life.” 

 

Despite the closeness, sociology and social psychology also differ from each other in the 

following contexts: 

 

1. Sociology studies society and social groups. It has no primary interest in the individual, 

not in his personality nor in his behaviour, whereas, social psychology studies the 

behaviour of an individual in a group situation or society. Its focus of interest is 

individual and not the society as such. 

2. Sociology analyses social processes, whereas social psychology analyses the mental 

processes of man. 

3. Sociology is interested in the societal forms and structures within which the behaviour of 

man takes place. Psychology and social psychology, on the other hand, are primarily 

concerned with the behaviour of individuals as such. 

4. Sociology studies the groups themselves and the larger social structure within which both 

individual and group processes occur, whereas, psychology studies the individual and 

social psychology the individual in his social groups. 

5. Sociology studies society from the sociological viewpoint and social psychology study 

the individual’s behaviour from the viewpoint of psychological factors involved. 
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3.3 Sociology and Criminology 

 

The term criminology has been derived from two different words; first, crimen (Latin word) 

means ‘accusation’ or ‘cause of crime’; and second, logos (Greek word) means ‘logic’ or ‘study 

of’. Accordingly, criminology means ‘the study of the accusation or accused’. Broadly, it 

becomes the scientific study of the nature, extent, causes and control of criminal behaviour in 

both the individual and in society. 

 

Paul Topinard, a French anthropologist, is considered to be the first man to use the term 

‘criminology’ in his writings towards the end of the nineteenth century. According to him, 

“Criminology refers to the study of criminal behaviour of man.” 

 

According to G.M. Sykes and others, “Criminology, almost literally, is the study of 

crime, its perpetrators, and its causes; and, relatedly, an interest in its prevention, and the 

deterrence, treatment, and punishment of offenders.” 

 

According to Don C. Gibbons, “Criminology, as a scientific study, is concerned with the 

objective analysis of crime as a social phenomenon. It includes within its scope inquiry into the 

process of making laws, breaking laws, and reacting to the breaking of laws.” 

 

Thus, criminology is that branch of social science which deals with the study of criminal 

behaviour. It is an interdisciplinary field in the behavioural sciences that draws especially upon 

the research of sociologists, psychologists, psychiatrists and social anthropologists as well as 

writings on the law. It involves the study of:  

 

1. The causes, nature and distribution of crime in society; 

2. The physical, psychological and social characteristics of criminals; 

3. The victims of crime and their interaction with criminals; 

4. Criminal careers, cultures and values; 

5. The effectiveness of methods of controlling crime. 

 

Sociology and criminology are mutually supportive 

 

Criminology can also be called a branch of sociology because it concentrates on only a 

part of the social life of man, that is, the criminal life. A criminologist is, in that sense, basically 

a sociologist who looks at criminal behaviour mainly from a social point of view. He makes use 

of sociological concepts and techniques in his inquiry. After all, crime – the subject matter of 

criminology – is also a social phenomenon. Criminological studies have influenced the 

sociological view towards crime, criminal and rehabilitation of criminals and convincingly 

proved the sociological view that ‘criminality is a social product’. 

 

In addition to the closeness of sociology with criminology, sociology of law is another 

important branch of sociology that focuses and studies not only legal systems but the kinds of 

crime in a society and also makes a distinction between crime and deviance. The Penguin 

Dictionary of Sociology puts that “Sociologists study how laws are made and enforced.” 
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Max Weber has significantly influenced the sociological study of law in his book 

Economy and Society. He believed that the methods of the social sciences could study the law, 

and “…the question is not whether a law is just but whether it was issued by the correct 

procedures.” 

 

Indra Deva, in his book Sociology of Law, avers: “The bonds of relationship between 

sociology and law are indeed deep and organic. Sociology deals with the study of social 

relationships, values, norms, and attitudes. All of these form the foundation of law.” 
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4 

SOME KEY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES 

 

There are four key sociological theories in the syllabus of four key sociological thinkers namely 

Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, Herbert Spencer and Emile Durkheim. The following excerpts are 

taken from F. Abraham and J.H. Morgan’s book Sociological Thought: 

 

4.1 Auguste Comte’s The Law of Three Stages 

 

Source: Francis Abraham & John Henry Morgan, Sociological Thought: From Comte to Sorokin, 

Trinity Press, Bengaluru & New Delhi, 2016, pp.7-9. 
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4.2 Karl Marx’s Theory of Class and Class Conflict 

 

Source: Francis Abraham & John Henry Morgan, Sociological Thought: From Comte to Sorokin, 

Trinity Press, Bengaluru & New Delhi, 2016, pp.34-41. 
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4.3 Herbert Spencer’s The Theory of Evolution 

 

Source: Francis Abraham & John Henry Morgan, Sociological Thought: From Comte to Sorokin, 

Trinity Press, Bengaluru & New Delhi, 2016, pp.59-63. 
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4.4 Emile Durkheim’s Theory of Suicide 

 

Source: Francis Abraham & John Henry Morgan, Sociological Thought: From Comte to Sorokin, 

Trinity Press, Bengaluru & New Delhi, 2016, pp.114-118. 
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