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UNIT IV: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES  

 

Value Crises, Character and moral turpitude, Cultural Conflict, Corruption, Nepotism and 

Exploitation, Communal Riots, Human Trafficking 

1. VALUE CRISIS 

Today, the set-up of our society is likely to become more complex. During the present 

decades, speedy erosion of moral, social and spiritual values has been creating hurdles in the 

path of progress of the nation. It has also become a serious threat to the society. In the 

changed social set-up the definition of good morals has been questioned. Today, newspapers, 

magazines and other news media are flooded with reports of crime, murder, agitation, 

violence immorality, rape, corruption, bribery, self centered egoism, youth unrest, eve-

teasing, communal violence, cyber crime, etc. Everyone reads such occurrences which have 

adversely affected the development of knowledge, creative attitude, positive thinking, 

literature, culture and formation of wellbalanced personality of the future generation.  

Causes of value -crisis 

In our society we generally observed that there is a lake of respect towards our culture, 

religion, moral and social values among the youths. Due to the rapid growth of scientific and 

technological development the relation between teacher students and parents-children is 

deteriorating. The growth of nuclear family in the society sometimes has influenced in 

creating problems among youths. Lake of proper value orientation of educational system is 

responsible for value-crisis in Indian society today for the following reasons: 

 The present Indian educational system is reflecting more or less borrowed ideologies 

and philosophies and national values are being relegated to the background. 

 Teachers have failed in their responsibilities. The teacher educators are not being 

clearly oriented to the national values, ideas and ideologies. 

 Our school and colleges have become examination centre not value-centre. Parents 

have failed to bring up their children properly. 

 Our national leaders too have not set a good example. 

 It is observed that the newspaper and electronic media frequently focus some of the 

occurrences which may adversely affect the mind of younger generation. 
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Value Oriented Education-Need of the hour  

There is a great need to equip the present education, being imparted to children, with values 

of life in order to make them good human beings. Values bring quality and meaning to life 

and give a person his identity and character. Garnett, (1975), defines value as ‘certain 

behaviour or ways of life regarded as more desirable than others’. The most valuable human 

possessions are health, harmany, happiness, wisdom and above all character reflecting ethical 

and human values. When these values are manifested in one’s thoughts, speech and actions, 

he could be called an enlightened person. As we think sincerely and consciously we become 

more value conscious. Our actions and behavior reflect our ideas and feelings. It is to be 

injected into the minds of the students through the education system that “we do not work for 

name, fame, money, power and status, but for greater growth for cultivating values, for 

building up strong character and for wisdom so that our intrinsic value enhances’. The main 

function of education is to development of an all round and well balanced personality of 

students. The prominent Indian educational thinker Swami Vivelananda observed, 

“Education is not the amount of information that is put in your brain and runt riots there, we 

want that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect 

is expanded by which one can stand on one’s own feet”. 

Hence after Independence, continual attempts have been made for inculcation of right values 

in the students of at different stages of education. The University Education commission, 

1948 considered both philosophical as well as practical aspects of values and made certain 

valuable proposal for reforms in this respect. The Kothari commission (1964-66) has 

observed, ‘ The expanding knowledge and the growing power which it places at the disposal 

of modern society must therefore, be combined with the strengthening and deepening of the 

sense of social responsibility and keener appreciation of moral and spiritual values. The New 

Education Policy (1986) and Ramamurti Committee (1990) also stressed, “Education must 

further provide a climate for the nurture of values both as a personalized set of values 

forming one’s character and including necessarily social, cultural and national values, so as to 

have a context and meaning for actions and decisions and in order to enable the person to act. 

With conviction and commitment”.  Measures for making education value Oriented 

Education cannot be made value oriented simply value education as a subject of study or 

through lectures in the classrooms. The elements of education like teacher, students, parents 

and management should work cooperatively to inculcate values among students. In this 

regard we may suggest following ways to make education value oriented. To inculcate the 
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desirable social, spiritual and moral values and to establish peace and harmony in the society 

and global peace at large, it is very essential that the value orientation is started at home 

itself. Family is said to be the eternal school of life. For right conduct of the children of the 

family exemplary behaviour of the parents and other members of the family is very essential. 

The parents should themselves become role model for the children. Moreover congenial and 

conductive atmosphere of the family goes a long a way in fostering right values in children at 

large. 

 Teachers are not only be torch bearers of knowledge but also the protectors and 

preservers of values. Values can be inculcated setting examples. Teachers have to lead 

a virtuous life, socially desirable and acceptable one. 

 It is the duty of a student to work hard to maintain the quality of education. 

 Students should encourage to make queries, speak boldly and respond to the questions 

clearly. 

 Create consciousness about own self and society. Each and every youth should be 

made conscious about anti social activities and taught to develop moral courage to 

fight against them. 

Strategies of educational Institution 

Our educational Institution could take following strategies to make education value oriented 

which may help our new generation to keep aside from unrest problems and will help to lead 

a successful life. A number of school programmes i.e. making participation in morning 

assembly compulsory, welfare activities in the school, participation in educational projects, 

value-oriented classroom teaching in different subject, Holistic approach to personality 

development socially useful productive work, cultural and recreational activities, self 

government in schools. N.C.C./N.S.S and girls Guiding activities, physical education 

programmes, community prayer, health and. Cleanliness programmes and programmes for 

the spread of literacy, for public safety, sanitation, improving civic sense. etc. should be 

organised with care, enthusiasm and imagination so that they would be effective for 

promotion of values among the pupils. Moreover, educational institution can adopt the 

following ways and means for promoting values as importance of meditation, work culture, 

leadership training, feeling of Indianans etc. 
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Innovative Ideas 

Today, thinkers, educators and sociologists are concerned with the problem of value crisis 

among the youths and how best values can be inculcated and internalized by the students. 

Many ideas are coming up and some of them are actually practiced. One such program is the 

“Living values Education programme”(LVEP) which is being experimented with china, 

Australia, Indian, Japan and Indonesia etc. The aim of LVEP is to create value-based learning 

environment. It is a comprehensive programme which encourages developing inter personal. 

Social and emotional skills games, artistic activities like songs, dance, discussions all are part 

of the program. 

2. CHARACTER AND MORAL TURPITUDE 

In United States law, good moral character describes behaviors in which the applicants have 

been involved and details requirements for consideration for certain benefits or positions. The 

term is chiefly used by the federal government in immigration law, but it can also be a 

requirement for a particular position of employment or licensure in a particular occupation or 

profession, such as admission to practice law and teaching. In order to gain U.S. citizenship 

through naturalization, a person must be considered of "good moral character". 

Moral turpitude is a legal concept in the United States and some other countries that refers to 

"conduct that is considered contrary to community standards of justice, honesty or good 

morals. This term appears in U.S. immigration law beginning in the 19th century. The 

concept of "moral turpitude" might escape precise definition, but it has been described as an 

"act of baseness, vileness, or depravity in the private and social duties which a man owes to 

his fellowmen or to society in general, contrary to the accepted and customary rule of right 

and duty between man and man." 

The classification of a crime or other conduct as constituting moral turpitude has significance 

in several areas of law. First, prior conviction of a crime of moral turpitude (or in some 

jurisdictions, "moral turpitude conduct", even without a conviction) is considered to have a 

bearing on the honesty of a witness and might be used for purposes of the impeachment of 

witnesses. Second, offenses involving moral turpitude may be grounds to deny or revoke 

state professional licenses such as teaching credentials, licenses to practice law,[ or other 

licensed profession. Third, this concept is of great importance for immigration purposes in 
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the United States, Canada, and some other countries, since offenses which are defined as 

involving moral turpitude are considered bars to immigration into the U.S. 

American immigration law 

A conviction for a crime involving moral turpitude (CIMT) causes a person to be 

inadmissible to the United States under section 212(a)(2)(a)(i) of the INA (Immigration and 

Nationality Act). There are petty offense exceptions to this rule, but these exceptions do not 

change the meaning of the question on the Visa Waiver Program or on the visa application 

form, and cannot be self-certified. A controlled substance violation causes the alien to be 

inadmissible to the United States under section 212(a)(2)(i)(II) of the INA. They are two 

different sections of the law. A controlled substance violation is a CIMT. The immigration 

administrative proceeding does not use a controlled substance violation as a CIMT. A visa 

waiver program applicant admissibility is determined at the port of entry and they are subject 

to section 212(a) and 217 of the INA. 

For offenses (or arrests on suspicion of such offenses) occurring outside the U.S., the locally 

defined offense must be considered against the U.S. definitions, and in such cases it is the 

definition of the offense (as defined in the appropriate country) which is considered for 

immigration purposes, and not the circumstances of the individual's actual case. 

Whether a state law offense constitutes a crime involving moral turpitude for federal 

immigration purposes is decided on a statute by statute basis, because each state statute might 

cover a different range behaviors, some of which may not necessarily involve moral turpitude 

under the Federal definition. For a good example of a criminal statute that seems like it would 

categorically involve moral turpitude, but actually does not because the statute covers some 

behavior that does not involve moral turpitude, see the Ninth Circuit case Castrijon-Garcia v. 

Holder, No. 09-73756 (9th Cir. 2013) (simple kidnapping under California Penal Code § 

207(a) is not a categorical crime involving moral turpitude). 

3. CULTURAL CONFLICT 

Cultural conflict is a type of conflict that occurs when different cultural values and beliefs 

clash. It has been used to explain violence and crime. 

Wider definition 
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Jonathan H. Turner defines it as a conflict caused by "differences in cultural values and 

beliefs that place people at odds with one another". On a micro level, Alexander Grewe 

discusses a cultural conflict between guests of different culture and nationality as seen in a 

British 1970 sitcom, Fawlty Towers.  He defines this conflict as one that occurs when 

people's expectations of a certain behavior coming from their cultural backgrounds are not 

met, as others have different cultural backgrounds and different expectations. 

Cultural conflicts are difficult to resolve as parties to the conflict have different beliefs.  

Cultural conflicts intensify when those differences become reflected in politics, particularly 

on a macro level.  An example of cultural conflict is the debate over abortion.  Ethnic 

cleansing is another extreme example of cultural conflict.  Wars can also be a result of a 

cultural conflict; for example the differing views on slavery were one of the reasons for the 

American civil war. 

Narrow definition 

A more narrow definition of a cultural conflict dates to Daniel Bell's 1962 essay, "Crime as 

an American Way of Life", and focuses on criminal-enabling consequences of a clash in 

cultural values. William Kornblum defines it as a conflict that occurs when conflicting norms 

create "opportunities for deviance and criminal gain in deviant sub-cultures". Kornblum notes 

that whenever laws impose cultural values on a group that does not share those views (often, 

this is the case of the majority imposing their laws on a minority), illegal markets supplied by 

criminals are created to circumvent those laws. He discusses the example of prohibition in the 

interbellum United States, and notes how the cultural conflict between pro- and anti-alcohol 

groups created opportunities for illegal activity; another similar example he lists is that of the 

war on drugs. 

Kornblum also classifies the cultural conflict as one of the major types of conflict theory.  In 

The Clash of Civilizations Samuel P. Huntington proposes that people's cultural and religious 

identities will be the primary source of conflict in the post-Cold War world. 

Influence and understanding 

Michelle LeBaron describes different cultures as "underground rivers that run through our 

lives and relationships, giving us messages that shape our perceptions, attributions, 

judgments, and ideas of self and other". She states that cultural messages "shape our 

understandings" when two or more people are present in regards to relationships, conflict, 
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and peace.  LeBaron discusses the influence of culture as being powerful and "unconscious, 

influencing conflict and attempts to resolve conflict in imperceptible ways".  She states that 

the impact of culture is huge, affecting "name, frame, blame, and attempt to tame conflicts".  

Due to the huge impact that culture has on us, LeBaron finds it important to explain the 

"complications of conflict" First, "culture is multi-layered", meaning that "what you see on 

the surface may mask differences below the surface".  Second, "culture is constantly in flux", 

meaning that "cultural groups adapt in dynamic and sometimes unpredictable ways".  Third, 

"culture is elastic", meaning that one member of a cultural group may not participate in the 

norms of the culture.  Lastly, "culture is largely below the surface", meaning that it isn't easy 

to reach the deeper levels of culture and its meanings. 

Causes of cross-cultural conflict 

Cross-cultural misunderstandings or conflict may arise whenever there are cultural 

differences. The following are some potential causes or situations in which conflicts or 

misunderstandings can happen: 

 misunderstandings or conflict between different nationalities, religious or ethnic 

groups 

 cultural ignorance and insensitivity 

 lack of awareness of different societal lifestyle practices 

 differences in cultural practice 

 differences in perception of illness and treatment 

 miscommunication and misinterpretation.  

Defining culture. 

Culture is a group which shapes a person's values and identity. A single term used to define a 

particular culture is often exclusive. For example, the term "Hispanic" does not take into 

account cultural differences between Cuban-Americans and Mexican-Americans. Cultural 

identities can stem from the following differences: race, ethnicity, gender, class, religion, 

country of origin, and geographic region. 

Identifying cultural conflicts. 

Cultural conflict has three dimensions. To the two dimensions that every conflict has (content 

and relational), cultural conflict adds the third one--"a clash of cultural values." (p. 3) This 



Open Generic Elective: Value Education 

9 | d i n e s h p h i l o s o p h y @ g m a i l . c o m  
 

third dimension constitutes the foundation of the conflict since it determines personal 

identity. 

Cultural conflict can be identified by the following signs:   

1. it usually has complicated dynamics. Cultural differences mentioned above tend to 

create complex combinations of expectations about one's own and others' behavior. 

2. If addressing content and relational issues does not resolve the conflict, it can be 

rooted in cultural differences.  

3. Conflict reoccurs or arises strong emotions even though the issue of disagreement is 

insignificant. 

Resolving  cultural conflicts. 

The resolution of cross-cultural conflict begins with identifying whether cultural issues are 

involved. There are three ways of cross-cultural conflict resolution. 

1. Probing for the cultural dimension: The resolution process should start from the parties' 

acknowledgment that their conflict contains a cultural dimension. Next, there should be 

willingness on all sides to deal with all conflict dimensions including the cultural one. Third, 

systematic phased work on the conflict is needed. Williams identified four phases: (1) the 

parties describe what they find offensive in each other's behavior; (2) they get an 

understanding of the other party's cultural perceptions; (3) they learn how the problem would 

be handled in the culture of the opponent; (4) they develop conflict solutions. Resolution of 

the conflict is particularly complicated if the conflict arose not just out of misunderstanding 

of the other's behavior, but because of incompatible values. 

2. Learning about other cultures: People can prevent cross-cultural conflicts by learning 

about cultures that they come in contact with. This knowledge can be obtained through 

training programs, general reading, talking to people from different cultures, and learning 

from past experiences. Important aspects of cultural education are understanding your own 

culture and developing cultural awareness by acquiring a broad knowledge of values and 

beliefs of other cultures, rather than looking at them through the prism of cultural stereotypes. 

3. Altering organizational practices and procedures: Often the organizational structure 

reflects the norms of just one culture and inherits the cultural conflict. In such cases, 
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structural change becomes necessary to make the system more sensitive to cultural norms of 

other people. 

Theory of Culture Conflict 

In 1938, criminologist Thorsten Sellin wrote a book entitled Culture Conflict and Crime that 

clarifieded the culture conflict theory. According to Sellin, the root cause of crime is based 

upon various values and beliefs for what is acceptable behavior. The clash of these values and 

beliefs result in crime. Furthermore, since crime constitutes a violation of the law, the 

criminal act is simply a clash over what is the acceptable behavior. 

In addition, Sellin referred to two types of culture conflict primary conflict and secondary 

conflict initially, primary conflict occurs when the clash involves fundamental cultural 

beliefs. 

Secondary conflict involves less fundamental beliefs. Moreover, Sellin indicated that 

secondary conflict exists between the middle class and lower class. The middle class goes to 

work every day in order to make a living through a legal manner. Meanwhile, others engage 

in illegal activities, such as prostitution, in order to make a living. These illegal activities 

have been established by laws created by middle and upper classes. According to Sellin, 

crime continues as these two classes clash. 

4. CORRUPTION 

Corruption is a form of dishonest or unethical conduct by a person entrusted with a position 

of authority, often to acquire personal benefit.  Corruption may include many activities 

including bribery and embezzlement, though it may also involve practices that are legal in 

many countries. Government, or 'political', corruption occurs when an office-holder or other 

governmental employee acts in an official capacity for personal gain. 

The word corrupt when used as an adjective literally means "utterly broken".[ The word was 

first used by Aristotle and later by Cicero who added the terms bribe and abandonment of 

good habits. [dubious – discuss] Stephen D. Morris, a professor of politics, writes that 

[political] corruption is the illegitimate use of public power to benefit a private interest. 

Economist Ian Senior[6] defines corruption as an action to (a) secretly provide (b) a good or a 

service to a third party (c) so that he or she can influence certain actions which (d) benefit the 

corrupt, a third party, or both (e) in which the corrupt agent has authority. Daniel Kaufmann, 
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from the World Bank, extends the concept to include 'legal corruption' in which power is 

abused within the confines of the law — as those with power often have the ability to make 

laws for their protection. 

SCALES OF CORRUPTION 

Corruption can occur on different scales. There is corruption that occurs as small favors 

between a small number of people (petty corruption), corruption that affects the government 

on a large scale (grand corruption), and corruption that is so prevalent that it is part of the 

everyday structure of society, including corruption as one of the symptoms of organized 

crime (systemic corruption). 

Petty corruption: Petty corruption occurs at a smaller scale and takes place at the 

implementation end of public services when public officials meet the public. Examples 

include the exchange of small improper gifts or use of personal connections to obtain favours 

or a speedy completion of routine government procedures. This form of corruption is usually 

pursued by junior and middle level officials, who are significantly underpaid. 

Grand corruption: Grand corruption is defined as corruption occurring at the highest levels 

of government in a way that requires significant subversion of the political, legal and 

economic systems. Such corruption is commonly found in countries with authoritarian or 

dictatorial governments but also in those without adequate policing of corruption.[citation 

needed] The government system in many countries is divided into the legislative, executive 

and judiciary branches in an attempt to provide independent services that are less prone to 

corruption due to their independence.[citation needed] 

Systemic corruption: Systemic corruption (or endemic corruption) is corruption which is 

primarily due to the weaknesses of an organization or process. It can be contrasted with 

individual officials or agents who act corruptly within the system. Factors which encourage 

systemic corruption include conflicting incentives, discretionary powers; monopolistic 

powers; lack of transparency; low pay; and a culture of impunity. Specific acts of corruption 

include "bribery, extortion, and embezzlement" in a system where "corruption becomes the 

rule rather than the exception." Scholars distinguish between centralized and decentralized 

systemic corruption, depending on which level of state or government corruption takes place; 

in countries such as the Post-Soviet states both types occur.  Some scholars argue that there is 
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a negative duty[clarification needed] of western governments to protect against systematic 

corruption of underdeveloped governments. 

CORRUPTION IN DIFFERENT SECTORS 

Corruption can occur in any sectors, whether they be public or private industry or even 

NGOs. However, only in democratic controlled institutions there is an interest of the public 

(owner) to develop internal mechanisms to fight active or passive corruption, whereas in 

private industry as well as in NGOs there is no public control. Therefore, the owners' 

investors' or sponsors' profits are largely decisive. 

Government/public sector: Public sector corruption includes corruption of the political 

process and of government agencies such as the police as well as corruption in processes of 

allocating public funds for contracts, grants, and hiring. Recent research by the World Bank 

suggests that who makes policy decisions (elected officials or bureaucrats) can be critical in 

determining the level of corruption because of the incentives different policy-makers face, 

Political corruption: A political cartoon from Harper's Weekly, January 26, 1878, depicting 

U.S. Secretary of the Interior Carl Schurz investigating the Indian Bureau at the U.S. 

Department of the Interior. The original caption for the cartoon is: "THE SECRETARY OF 

THE INTERIOR INVESTIGATING THE INDIAN BUREAU. GIVE HIM HIS DUE, AND 

GIVE THEM THEIR DUES." 

Political corruption is the abuse of public power, office, or resources by elected government 

officials for personal gain, e.g. by extortion, soliciting or offering bribes. It can also take the 

form of office holders maintaining themselves in office by purchasing votes by enacting laws 

which use taxpayers' money.  Evidence suggests that corruption can have political 

consequences- with citizens being asked for bribes becoming less likely to identify with their 

country or region. 

Police corruption: Police corruption is a specific form of police misconduct designed to 

obtain financial benefits, other personal gain, and/or career advancement for a police officer 

or officers in exchange for not pursuing, or selectively pursuing, an investigation or arrest. 

One common form of police corruption is soliciting and/or accepting bribes in exchange for 

not reporting organized drug or prostitution rings or other illegal activities. Another example 

is police officers flouting the police code of conduct in order to secure convictions of 

suspects—for example, through the use of falsified evidence. More rarely, police officers 
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may deliberately and systematically participate in organized crime themselves. In most major 

cities, there are internal affairs sections to investigate suspected police corruption or 

misconduct. Similar entities include the British Independent Police Complaints Commission. 

Judicial corruption: Judicial corruption refers to corruption related misconduct of judges, 

through receiving or giving bribes, improper sentencing of convicted criminals, bias in the 

hearing and judgement of arguments and other such misconduct. Governmental corruption of 

judiciary is broadly known in many transitional and developing countries because the budget 

is almost completely controlled by the executive. The latter undermines the separation of 

powers, as it creates a critical financial dependence of the judiciary. The proper national 

wealth distribution including the government spending on the judiciary is subject of the 

constitutional economics. It is important to distinguish between the two methods of 

corruption of the judiciary: the government (through budget planning and various privileges), 

and the private. Judicial corruption can be difficult to completely eradicate, even in 

developed countries. 

Corruption in the educational system/universities 

Corruption in education is a worldwide phenomenon. Corruption in admissions to universities 

is traditionally considered as one of the most corrupt areas of the education sector. Recent 

attempts in some countries, such as Russia and Ukraine, to curb corruption in admissions 

through the abolition of university entrance examinations and introduction of standardized 

computer graded tests have largely failed. Vouchers for university entrants have never 

materialized. The cost of corruption is in that it impedes sustainable economic growth. 

Endemic corruption in educational institutions leads to the formation of sustainable corrupt 

hierarchies. While higher education in Russia is distinct with widespread bribery, corruption 

in the US and the UK features a reasonable amount of fraud. The US is distinct with grey 

areas and institutional corruption in the higher education sector. Authoritarian regimes, 

including those in the former Soviet republics, encourage educational corruption and control 

universities, especially during the election campaigns. This is typical for Russia, Ukraine, and 

Central Asian regimes, among others. The general public is well aware of the high level of 

corruption in colleges and universities, including thanks to the media. Doctoral education is 

no exception, with dissertations and doctoral degrees available for sale, including for 

politicians.  Russian Parliament is notorious for "highly educated" MPs  High levels of 

corruption are a result of universities not being able to break away from their Stalinist past, 
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overbureaucratization,  and a clear lack of university autonomy. Both quantitative and 

qualitative methodologies are employed to study education corruption, but the topic remains 

largely unattended by the scholars. In many societies and international organizations, 

education corruption remains a taboo. In some countries, such as certain eastern European 

countries and certain Asian countries, corruption occurs frequently in universities.  This can 

include bribes to bypass bureaucratic procedures and bribing faculty for a grade. The 

willingness to engage in corruption such as accepting bribe money in exchange for grades 

decreases if individuals perceive such behavior as very objectionable, i.e. a violation of social 

norms and if they fear sanctions in terms of the severity and probability of sanctions. 

Within labour unions 

The Teamsters (International Brotherhood of Teamsters) is an example of how the civil 

RICO process can be used. For decades, the Teamsters have been substantially controlled by 

La Cosa Nostra. Since 1957, four of eight Teamster presidents were indicted, yet the union 

continued to be controlled by organized crime elements. The federal government has been 

successful at removing the criminal influence from this 1.4 million-member union by using 

the civil process. 

METHODS OF CURREPTION 

In systemic corruption and grand corruption, multiple methods of corruption are used 

concurrently with similar aims. 

Bribery 

Bribery involves the improper use of gifts and favours in exchange for personal gain. This is 

also known as kickbacks or, in the Middle East, as baksheesh. It is the most common form of 

corruption.[citation needed] The types of favours given are diverse and may include money, 

gifts, sexual favours, company shares, entertainment, employment and political benefits. The 

personal gain that is given can be anything from actively giving preferential treatment to 

having an indiscretion or crime overlooked. 

Bribery can sometimes form a part of the systemic use of corruption for other ends, for 

example to perpetrate further corruption. Bribery can make officials more susceptible to 

blackmail or to extortion. 
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Embezzlement, theft and fraud 

Embezzlement and theft involve someone with access to funds or assets illegally taking 

control of them. Fraud involves using deception to convince the owner of funds or assets to 

give them up to an unauthorized party. Examples include the misdirection of company funds 

into "shadow companies" (and then into the pockets of corrupt employees), the skimming of 

foreign aid money, scams and other corrupt activity. 

Extortion and blackmail 

While bribery is the use of positive inducements for corrupt aims, extortion and blackmail 

centre around the use of threats. This can be the threat of violence or false imprisonment as 

well as exposure of an individual's secrets or prior crimes. 

This includes such behavior as an influential person threatening to go to the media if they do 

not receive speedy medical treatment (at the expense of other patients), threatening a public 

official with exposure of their secrets if they do not vote in a particular manner, or demanding 

money in exchange for continued secrecy. 

TYPES OF CORRUPT GAINS  

Abuse of discretion  

Abuse of discretion refers to the misuse of one's powers and decision-making facilities. 

Examples include a judge improperly dismissing a criminal case or a customs official using 

their discretion to allow a banned substance through a port. 

Favoritism, nepotism and clientelism 

Favouritism, nepotism and clientelism involve the favouring of not the perpetrator of 

corruption but someone related to them, such as a friend, family member or member of an 

association. Examples would include hiring or promoting a family member or staff member 

to a role they are not qualified for, who belongs to the same political party as you, regardless 

of merit.[citation needed] Some states do not forbid these forms of corruption.[citation 

needed] 
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PREVENTING CORRUPTION 

R. Klitgard[48] postulates that corruption will occur if the corrupt gain is greater than the 

penalty multiplied by the likelihood of being caught and prosecuted: Corrupt gain > Penalty × 

Likelihood of being caught and prosecuted 

The degree of corruption will then be a function of the degree of monopoly and discretion in 

deciding who should get how much on the one hand and the degree to which this activity is 

accountable and transparent on the other hand. Still, these equations (which should be 

understood in a qualitative rather than a quantitative manner) seem to be lacking one aspect: a 

high degree of monopoly and discretion accompanied by a low degree of transparency does 

not automatically lead to corruption without any moral weakness or insufficient integrity. 

Also, low penalties in combination with a low probability of being caught will only lead to 

corruption if people tend to neglect ethics and moral commitment. The original Klitgaard 

equation has therefore been amended by C. Stephan into: Degree of corruption = Monopoly + 

Discretion – Transparency – Morality 

According to Stephan, the moral dimension has an intrinsic and an extrinsic component. The 

intrinsic component refers to a mentality problem, the extrinsic component to external 

circumstances like poverty, inadequate remuneration, inappropriate work conditions and 

inoperable or overcomplicated procedures which demoralize people and let them search for 

"alternative" solutions. 

According to the amended Klitgaard equation, limitation of monopoly and regulator 

discretion of individuals and a high degree of transparency through independent oversight by 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the media plus public access to reliable 

information could reduce the problem. Any extrinsic aspects that might reduce morality 

should be eliminated. Additionally, a country should establish a culture of ethical conduct in 

society with the government setting the good example in order to enhance the intrinsic 

morality. 

ANTI-CORRUPTION PROGRAMMES 

The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA, USA 1977) was an early paradigmatic law for 

many western countries i.e. industrial countries of the OECD. There, for the first time the old 

principal-agent approach was moved back where mainly the victim (a society, private or 

public) and a passive corrupt member (an individual) were considered, whereas the active 
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corrupt part was not in the focus of legal prosecution. Unprecedented, the law of an industrial 

country directly condemned active corruption, particularly in international business 

transactions, which was at that time in contradiction to anti-bribery activities of the World 

Bank and its spin-off organization Transparency International. 

As early as 1989 the OECD had established an ad hoc Working Group in order to explore 

"...the concepts fundamental to the offense of corruption, and the exercise of national 

jurisdiction over offenses committed wholly or partially abroad."[50] Based on the FCPA 

concept, the Working Group presented in 1994 the then "OECD Anti-Bribery 

Recommendation" as precursor for the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign 

Public Officials in International Business Transactions[51] which was signed in 1997 by all 

member countries and came finally into force in 1999. However, because of ongoing 

concealed corruption in international transactions several instruments of Country Monitoring 

have been developed since then by the OECD in order to foster and evaluate related national 

activities in combating foreign corrupt practices. In 2013, a document produced by the 

economic and private sector professional evidence and applied knowledge services help-desk 

discusses some of the existing practices on anti-corruption. They found: The theories behind 

the fight against corruption are moving from a Principal agent approach to a collective action 

problem. Principal-agent theories seem not to be suitable to target systemic corruption. The 

role of multilateral institutions has been crucial in the fight against corruption. UNCAC 

provides a common guideline for countries around the world. Both Transparency 

International and the World Bank provide assistance to national governments in term of 

diagnostic and design of anti-corruption policies. The use of anti-corruption agencies have 

proliferated in recent years after the signing of UNCAC. They found no convincing evidence 

on the extent of their contribution, or the best way to structure them. Traditionally anti-

corruption policies have been based on success experiences and common sense. In recent 

years there has been an effort to provide a more systematic evaluation of the effectiveness of 

anti-corruption policies. They found that this literature is still in its infancy. 

Anti-corruption policies that may be in general recommended to developing countries may 

not be suitable for post-conflict countries. Anti-corruption policies in fragile states have to be 

carefully tailored. Anti-corruption policies can improve the business environment. There is 

evidence that lower corruption may facilitate doing business and improve firm’s productivity. 

Rwanda in the last decade has made tremendous progress in improving governance and the 

business environment providing a model to follow for post-conflict countries. 
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5. COMMUNAL VIOLENCE 

Communal violence is a form of violence that is perpetrated across ethnic or communal lines, 

the violent parties feel solidarity for their respective groups, and victims are chosen based 

upon group membership. The term includes conflicts, riots and other forms of violence 

between communities of different religious faith or ethnic origins. United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime includes any conflict and form of violence between communities of 

different religious group, different sects or tribes of same religious group, clans, ethnic 

origins or national origin as communal violence. However, this excludes conflict between 

two individuals or two families. 

The term was constructed by the British colonial authorities as it wrestled to manage violence 

between religious, ethnic and disparate groups in its colonies, particularly Africa and South 

Asia, in early 20th century. Communal violence, in different parts of the world, is 

alternatively referred to as ethnic violence, non-State conflict, violent civil unrest, minorities 

unrest, mass racial violence, inter-communal violence and ethno-religious violence. 

National laws 

The Indian law defines communal violence as, "any act or series of acts, whether spontaneous 

or planned, resulting in injury or harm to the person and or property, knowingly directed 

against any person by virtue of his or her membership of any religious or linguistic minority, 

in any State in the Union of India, or Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes within the 

meaning of clauses (24) and (25) of Article 366 of the Constitution of India". 

Causes 

Campbell has proposed, after studying the empirical data and sequence of events during 

communal violence in South Africa, Palestinian Territories and Northern Ireland, that 

communal violence typically follows when there is degradation of rule of law, the state fails 

to or is widely seen as unable to provide order, security and equal justice, which then leads to 

mass mobilization, followed by radicalization of anger among one or more communities, and 

ultimately violent mobilization. Targeted mass violence by a few from one community 

against innocent members of other community, suppression of complaints, refusal to 

prosecute, killing peaceful demonstrators, imprisonment of people of a single community 

while refusal to arrest members of other community in conflict, perceived or actual prisoner 

abuse by the state are often the greatest mobilizers of communal violence. 
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Statistics 

Riots incidence rates per 100000 people in India during 2012. Kerala reported the highest riot 

incidence rate in 2012, while Punjab and Meghalaya reported zero riot incidence rates. Over 

2005 to 2009 period, an average of 130 people died every year from communal riots, and 

2,200 were injured.[8] In pre-partitioned India, over the 1920–1940 period, numerous 

communal violence incidents were recorded, an average of 381 people died per year during 

religious violence, and thousands were injured. 

According to PRS India, 24 out of 35 states and union territories of India reported instances 

of religious riots over the 5 year 2005–2009 period. However, most religious riots resulted in 

property damage but no injuries or fatalities. The highest incidences of communal violence in 

the 5-year period were reported from Maharashtra (700). The other three states with high 

counts of communal violence over the same 5-year period were Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh and Orissa. Together, these four states accounted for 64% of all deaths from 

communal violence. Adjusted for widely different population per state, the highest rate of 

communal violence fatalities were reported by Madhya Pradesh, at 0.14 death per 100,000 

people over 5 years, or 0.03 deaths per 100,000 people per year. There was a wide regional 

variation in rate of death caused by communal violence per 100,000 people. The India-wide 

average communal violence fatality rate per year was 0.01 person per 100,000 people per 

year. The world's average annual death rate from intentional violence, in recent years, has 

been 7.9 per 100,000 people. 

For 2012, there were 93 deaths in India from many incidences of communal violence (or 

0.007 fatalities per 100,000 people). Of these, 48 were Muslims, 44 Hindus and one police 

official. The riots also injured 2,067 people, of which 1,010 were Hindus, 787 Muslims, 222 

police officials and 48 others. Over 2013, 107 people were killed during religious riots (or 

0.008 total fatalities per 100,000 people), of which 66 were Muslims, 41 were Hindus. The 

various riots in 2013 also injured 1,647 people including 794 Hindus, 703 Muslims and 200 

policemen.  

International human rights reports 

The 2007 United States Department of State International Religious Freedom Report noted 

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the National Government generally 

respected this right in practice. However, some state and local governments limited this 
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freedom in practice. The 2008 Human Rights Watch report notes: India claims an abiding 

commitment to human rights, but its record is marred by continuing violations by security 

forces in counterinsurgency operations and by government failure to rigorously implement 

laws and policies to protect marginalised communities. A vibrant media and civil society 

continue to press for improvements, but without tangible signs of success in 2007. The 2007 

Amnesty International report listed several issues concern in India and noted Justice and 

rehabilitation continued to evade most victims of the 2002 Gujarat communal violence. The 

2007 United States Department of State Human Rights Report noted that the government 

generally respected the rights of its citizens; however, numerous serious problems remained. 

The report which has received a lot of controversy internationally, as it does not include 

human rights violations of United States and its allies, has generally been rejected by political 

parties in India as interference in internal affairs,[ including in the Lower House of 

Parliament. 

Communal Violence In film and literature  

Religious violence in India has been a topic of various films and novels. 

1. Firaaq a film set in the aftermath of the 2002 Gujarat riots. 

2. Garam Hawa a film by M. S. Sathyu based on a story on partition written by Ismat 

Chugtai. 

3. Gandhi – a 1982 film which included portrayal of the Direct Action Day and Partition 

riots. 

4. Tamas A film on partition based on a book by Bhisham Sahni 

5. Bombay – a 1995 film centred on events during the period of December 1992 to 

January 1993 in India, and the controversy surrounding the Babri Mosque in 

Ayodhya. 

6. Maachis a film by Gulzar about Punjab terrorism 

7. Earth – a 1998 film portraying Partition violence in Lahore. 

8. Fiza – a 2000 film, plot setup amidst Bombay Riots. 

9. Hey Ram – a 2002 film with a semi-fictional plot centres around Partition of India 

and related religious violence. 

10. Mr. and Mrs. Iyer – a 2002 film. The story revolves around the relationship between 

two lead characters Meenakshi Iyer and Raja amidst Hindu-Muslim riots in India. 
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11. Final Solution – a 2003 documentary film about the 2002 Gujarat violence, banned in 

India. 

12. Hawayein – a 2003 film about the struggles of Sikhs during the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. 

13. Black Friday – a Hindi film on the 1993 serial bomb blasts in Mumbai, directed by 

Anurag Kashyap. 

14. Amu – An award-winning film about a girl orphaned during the 1984 Anti-Sikh riots. 

15. Parzania – a 2007 film about the riots in Gujarat in 2002. The film was purposely not 

released in Gujarat. Cinema owners and distributors in Gujarat refused to screen the 

film out of fear of retaliation by Hindu activists. Hindutva groups in Gujarat 

threatened to attack theatres that showed the film. 

16. Train to Pakistan, a novel by Khushwant Singh set during the Partition of India and a 

movie based on the book-Train to Pakistan 

17. Toba Tek Singh, a satire by the writer Saadat Hasan Manto set during the Partition of 

India. 

 

6. HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a grave violation of human rights. Every year, 

thousands of men, women and children fall into the hands of traffickers, in their own 

countries and abroad. Almost every country in the world is affected by trafficking, whether as 

a country of origin, transit or destination for victims. UNODC, as guardian of the United 

Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and the Protocols 

thereto, assists States in their efforts to implement the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons (Trafficking in Persons Protocol). 

What is Human Trafficking? 

Article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons defines Trafficking in Persons as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 

the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 

control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a 

minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 
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forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 

organs 

Elements of Human Trafficking 

Act Means Purpose On the basis of the definition given in the Trafficking in Persons 

Protocol, it is evident that trafficking in persons has three constituent elements; 

 The Act (What is done) 

 Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons 

 The Means (How it is done) 

Threat or use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, 

or giving payments or benefits to a person in control of the victim 

The Act (What is done) 

 Recruitment 

 Transportation,  

 Transfer,  

 Harbouring or receipt of persons 

The Means (How it is done) 

 Threat or use of force,  

 Coercion,  

 Abduction,  

 Fraud,  

 Deception,  

 Abuse of power or vulnerability, or  

 Giving payments or benefits to a person in control of the victim 

The Purpose (Why it is done) For the purpose of exploitation?,  

 Which includes exploiting the prostitution of others,  

 Sexual exploitation,  

 Forced labour,  

 Slavery or similar practices and the removal of organs.  
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To ascertain whether a particular circumstance constitutes trafficking in persons, consider the 

definition of trafficking in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol and the constituent elements of 

the offense, as defined by relevant domestic legislation. 

Criminalization of Human Trafficking 

The definition contained in article 3 of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol is meant to 

provide consistency and consensus around the world on the phenomenon of trafficking in 

persons. Article 5 therefore requires that the conduct set out in article 3 be criminalized in 

domestic legislation. Domestic legislation does not need to follow the language of the 

Trafficking in Persons Protocol precisely, but should be adapted in accordance with domestic 

legal systems to give effect to the concepts contained in the Protocol. 

In addition to the criminalization of trafficking, the Trafficking in Persons Protocol requires 

criminalization also of: 

 Attempts to commit a trafficking offence 

 Participation as an accomplice in such an offence 

 Organizing or directing others to commit trafficking. 

National legislation should adopt the broad definition of trafficking prescribed in the 

Protocol. The legislative definition should be dynamic and flexible so as to empower the 

legislative framework to respond effectively to trafficking which: 

 Occurs both across borders and within a country (not just cross-border) 

 Is for a range of exploitative purposes (not just sexual exploitation) 

 Victimizes children, women and men (Not just women, or adults, but also men and 

children) 

 Takes place with or without the involvement of organized crime groups. 

Current international treaties  

 Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, entered into force in 1957 

 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women 

and Children 

 Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air 

 Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography 
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 ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) 

 ILO Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105) 

 ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) 

 ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 

TYPES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Trafficking of children: Trafficking of children involves the recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harboring, or receipt of children for the purpose of exploitation. The commercial 

sexual exploitation of children can take many forms, including forcing a child into 

prostitution  or other forms of sexual activity or child pornography. Child exploitation may 

also involve forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude, the 

removal of organs, illicit international adoption, trafficking for early marriage, recruitment as 

child soldiers, for use in begging or as athletes (such as child camel jockeys. or football 

players 

IOM statistics indicate that a significant minority (35%) of trafficked persons it assisted in 

2011 were less than 18 years of age, which is roughly consistent with estimates from previous 

years. It was reported in 2010 that Thailand and Brazil were considered to have the worst 

child sex trafficking records. 

Traffickers in children may take advantage of the parents' extreme poverty. Parents may sell 

children to traffickers in order to pay off debts or gain income, or they may be deceived 

concerning the prospects of training and a better life for their children. They may sell their 

children into labor, sex trafficking, or illegal adoptions. 

The adoption process, legal and illegal, when abused can sometimes result in cases of 

trafficking of babies and pregnant women from developing countries to the West.[63] In 

David M. Smolin's papers on child trafficking and adoption scandals between India and the 

United States,  he presents the systemic vulnerabilities in the inter-country adoption system 

that makes adoption scandals predictable. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child at Article 34, states,"States Parties 

undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse". In the 

European Union, commercial sexual exploitation of children is subject to a directive – 
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Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 

on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography.  

The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 

Intercountry Adoption (or Hague Adoption Convention) is an international convention 

dealing with international adoption, that aims at preventing child laundering, child 

trafficking, and other abuses related to international adoption. 

The Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict seeks to prevent 

forceful recruitment (e.g. by guerrilla forces) of children for use in armed conflicts. 

Sex trafficking: Warning of Prostitution and Human trafficking in South Korea for G.I. by 

United States Forces Korea. Sex trafficking affects 4.5 million people worldwide.[70] Most 

victims find themselves in coercive or abusive situations from which escape is both difficult 

and dangerous. 

Trafficking for sexual exploitation was formerly thought of as the organized movement of 

people, usually women, between countries and within countries for sex work with the use of 

physical coercion, deception and bondage through forced debt. However, the Trafficking 

Victims Protection Act of 2000 (US),[72] does not require movement for the offence. The 

issue becomes contentious when the element of coercion is removed from the definition to 

incorporate facilitation of consensual involvement in prostitution. For example, in the United 

Kingdom, the Sexual Offences Act 2003 incorporated trafficking for sexual exploitation but 

did not require those committing the offence to use coercion, deception or force, so that it 

also includes any person who enters the UK to carry out sex work with consent as having 

been "trafficked." In addition, any minor involved in a commercial sex act in the US while 

under the age of 18 qualifies as a trafficking victim, even if no force, fraud or coercion is 

involved, under the definition of "Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons" in the US 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. 

Sexual trafficking includes coercing a migrant into a sexual act as a condition of allowing or 

arranging the migration. Sexual trafficking uses physical or sexual coercion, deception, abuse 

of power and bondage incurred through forced debt. Trafficked women and children, for 

instance, are often promised work in the domestic or service industry, but instead are 

sometimes taken to brothels where they are required to undertake sex work, while their 

passports and other identification papers confiscated. They may be beaten or locked up and 
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promised their freedom only after earning – through prostitution – their purchase price, as 

well as their travel and visa costs. 

Forced marriage: A forced marriage is a marriage where one or both participants are 

married without their freely given consent. Servile marriage is defined as a marriage 

involving a person being sold, transferred or inherited into that marriage. According to 

ECPAT, "Child trafficking for forced marriage is simply another manifestation of trafficking 

and is not restricted to particular nationalities or countries". 

A forced marriage qualifies as a form of human trafficking in certain situations. If a woman is 

sent abroad, forced into the marriage and then repeatedly compelled to engage in sexual 

conduct with her new husband, then her experience is that of sex trafficking. If the bride is 

treated as a domestic servant by her new husband and/or his family, then this is a form of 

labor trafficking. 

Labor trafficking: Labor trafficking is the movement of persons for the purpose of forced 

labor and services. It may involve bonded labor, involuntary servitude, domestic servitude, 

and child labor. Labor trafficking happens most often within the domain of domestic work, 

agriculture, construction, manufacturing and entertainment; and migrant workers and 

indigenous people are especially at risk of becoming victims. 

Trafficking for organ trade: Trafficking in organs is a form of human trafficking. It can 

take different forms. In some cases, the victim is compelled into giving up an organ. In other 

cases, the victim agrees to sell an organ in exchange of money/goods, but is not paid (or paid 

less). Finally, the victim may have the organ removed without the victim's knowledge 

(usually when the victim is treated for another medical problem/illness – real or orchestrated 

problem/illness). Migrant workers, homeless persons, and illiterate persons are particularly 

vulnerable to this form of exploitation. Trafficking of organs is an organized crime, involving 

several offenders: 

 The recruiter 

 The transporter 

 The medical staff 

 The middlemen/contractors 

 The buyers 
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Trafficking for organ trade often seeks kidneys. Trafficking in organs is a lucrative trade 

because in many countries the waiting lists for patients who need transplants are very long. 

MEASURES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EFFORTS 

There are many different estimates of how large the human trafficking and sex trafficking 

industries are. According to scholar Kevin Bales, author of Disposable People (2004), 

estimates that as many as 27 million people are in "modern-day slavery" across the globe. In 

2008, the U.S. Department of State estimates that 2 million children are exploited by the 

global commercial sex trade. In the same year, a study classified 12.3 million individuals 

worldwide as "forced laborers, bonded laborers or sex-trafficking victims." Approximately 

1.39 million of these individuals worked as commercial sex slaves, with women and girls 

comprising 98%, of the 1.36 million. 

The enactment of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (TVPA) in 2000 by 

the United States Congress and its subsequent re-authorizations established the Department 

of State's Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, which engages with foreign 

governments to fight human trafficking and publishes a Trafficking in Persons Report 

annually. The Trafficking in Persons Report evaluates each country's progress in anti-

trafficking and places each country onto one of three tiers based on their governments' efforts 

to comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking as prescribed by the 

TVPA. However, questions have been raised by critical anti-trafficking scholars about the 

basis of this tier system, its heavy focus on compliance with state department protocols, and 

its failure to consider "risk" and the likely prevalence of trafficking when rating the efforts of 

diverse countries. 

In particular, there were three main components of the TVPA, commonly called the three P's: 

PROTECTION: The TVPA increased the US Government's efforts to protect trafficked 

foreign national victims including, but not limited to: Victims of trafficking, many of whom 

were previously ineligible for government assistance, were provided assistance; and a non-

immigrant status for victims of trafficking if they cooperated in the investigation and 

prosecution of traffickers (T-Visas, as well as providing other mechanisms to ensure the 

continued presence of victims to assist in such investigations and prosecutions). 

PROSECUTION: The TVPA authorized the US Government to strengthen efforts to 

prosecute traffickers including, but not limited to: Creating a series of new crimes on 
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trafficking, forced labor, and document servitude that supplemented existing limited crimes 

related to slavery and involuntary servitude; and recognizing that modern-day slavery takes 

place in the context of fraud and coercion, as well as force, and is based on new clear 

definitions for both trafficking into sexual exploitation and labor exploitation: Sex trafficking 

was defined as, "a commercial sex act that is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which 

the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age". Labor trafficking 

was defined as, "the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 

person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of 

subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery". 

PREVENTION: The TVPA allowed for increased prevention measures including: 

Authorizing the US Government to assist foreign countries with their efforts to combat 

trafficking, as well as address trafficking within the United States, including through research 

and awareness-raising; and providing foreign countries with assistance in drafting laws to 

prosecute trafficking, creating programs for trafficking victims, and assistance with 

implementing effective means of investigation.[88] 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton later identified a fourth P, "partnership," in 2009 

to serve as a, "pathway to progress in the effort against modern-day slavery." 

CONSEQUENCES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Consequences for victims 

Sex trafficking victims face threats of violence from many sources, including customers, 

pimps, brothel owners, madams, traffickers, and corrupt local law enforcement officials. 

Raids as an anti-sex trafficking measure severely impact sex trafficked victims. Due to their 

complicated legal status and their language barriers, the arrest or fear of arrest creates stress 

and other emotional trauma for trafficking victims. Victims may also experience physical 

violence from law enforcement during raids. 

Trafficking victims are also exposed to different psychological stressors. They suffer social 

alienation in the host and home countries. Stigmatization, social exclusion, and intolerance 

make reintegration into local communities difficult. The governments offer little assistance 

and social services to trafficked victims upon their return. As the victims are also pushed into 

drug trafficking, many of them face criminal sanctions also. 
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Psychological consequences 

Psychological Coercion in Human Trafficking: The use of coercion by perpetrators and 

traffickers involves the use of extreme control. Perpetrators expose the victim to high 

amounts of psychological stress induced by threats, fear, and physical and emotional 

violence. Tactics of coercion are reportedly used in three phases of trafficking: recruitment, 

initiation, and indoctrination. During the initiation phase, traffickers use foot-in-the-door 

techniques of persuasion to lead their victims into various trafficking industries. This 

manipulation creates an environment where the victim becomes completely dependent upon 

the authority of the trafficker. Traffickers take advantage of family dysfunction, 

homelessness, and history of childhood abuse to psychologically manipulate women and 

children into the trafficking industry. 

One form of psychological coercion particularly common in cases of sex trafficking and 

forced prostitution is Stockholm syndrome. Many women entering into the sex trafficking 

industry are minors whom have already experienced prior sexual abuse. Traffickers take 

advantage of young girls by luring them into the business through force and coercion, but 

more often through false promises of love, security, and protection. This form of coercion 

works to recruit and initiate the victim into the life of a sex worker, while also reinforcing a 

"trauma bond," also known as Stockholm syndrome. Stockholm syndrome is a psychological 

response where the victim becomes attached to her perpetrator. 

The goal of a trafficker is to turn a human being into a slave. To do this, perpetrators employ 

tactics that can lead to the psychological consequence of learned helplessness for the victims, 

where they sense that they no longer have any autonomy or control over their lives. 

Traffickers may hold their victims captive, expose them to large amounts of alcohol or use 

drugs, keep them in isolation, or withhold food or sleep. During this time the victim often 

begins to feel the onset of depression, guilt and self-blame, anger and rage, and sleep 

disturbances, PTSD, numbing, and extreme stress. Under these pressures, the victim can fall 

into the hopeless mental state of learned helplessness. 

For victims of specifically trafficked for the purpose of forced prostitution and sexual slavery, 

initiation into the trade is almost always characterized by violence. Traffickers hunt down 

their victims and employ practices of sexual abuse, torture, brainwashing, repeated rape and 

physical assault until the victim submits to his or her fate as a sexual slave. Victims 
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experience verbal threats, social isolation, and intimidation before they accept their role as a 

prostitute. 

For those enslaved in situations of forced labor, learned helplessness can also manifest itself 

through the trauma of living as a slave. Reports indicate that captivity for the person and 

financial gain of their owners adds additional psychological trauma. Victims are often cut off 

from all forms of social connection, as isolation allows the perpetrator to destroy the victim's 

sense of self and increase his or her dependence on the perpetrator. 

Long-term psychological impact 

Human trafficking victims may experience complex trauma as a result of repeated cases of 

intimate relationship trauma over long periods of time including, but not limited to, sexual 

abuse, domestic violence, forced prostitution, or gang rape. Complex trauma involves 

multifaceted conditions of depression, anxiety, self-hatred, dissociation, substance abuse, 

self-destructive behaviors, medical and somatic concerns, despair, and revictimization. 

Psychology researchers report that, although similar to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD), Complex trauma is more expansive in diagnosis because of the effects of prolonged 

trauma. 

Psychological reviews have shown that the chronic stress experienced by many victims of 

human trafficking can compromise the immune system. Several studies found that chronic 

stressors (like trauma or loss) suppressed cellular and humoral immunity. Victims may 

develop STDs and HIV/AIDS. Perpetrators frequently use substance abuse as a means to 

control their victims, which leads to compromised health, self-destructive behavior, and long-

term physical harm. Furthermore, victims have reported treatment similar to torture, where 

their bodies are broken and beaten into submission. 

Children are especially vulnerable to these developmental and psychological consequences of 

trafficking because they are so young. In order to gain complete control of the child, 

traffickers often destroy physical and mental health of the children through persistent 

physical and emotional abuse. Victims experience severe trauma on a daily basis that 

devastates the healthy development of self-concept, self-worth, biological integrity, and 

cognitive functioning. Children who grow up in constant environments of exploitation 

frequently exhibit antisocial behavior, over-sexualized behavior, self-harm, aggression, 

distrust of adults, dissociative disorders, substance abuse, complex trauma, and attention 
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deficit disorders. Stockholm syndrome is also a common problem for girls while they are 

trafficked, which can hinder them from both trying to escape, and moving forward in 

psychological recovery programs. 

Although 98% of the sex trade is composed of women and girls there is an effort to gather 

empirical evidence about the psychological impact of abuse common in sex trafficking upon 

young boys. Boys often will experience forms of post-traumatic stress disorder, but also 

additional stressors of social stigma of homosexuality associated with sexual abuse for boys, 

and externalization of blame, increased anger, and desire for revenge. 

HIV/AIDS 

 A map of the world where most of the land is colored green or yellow except for sub Saharan 

Africa which is colored red. Estimated prevalence in % of HIV among young adults (15–49) 

per country as of 2011. Sex trafficking increases the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. The 

HIV/AIDS pandemic can be both a cause and a consequence of sex trafficking. On one hand, 

child-prostitutes are sought by customers because they are perceived as being less likely to be 

HIV positive, and this demand leads to child sex trafficking. On the other hand, trafficking 

leads to the proliferation of HIV, because victims, being vulnerable and often 

young/inexperienced, cannot protect themselves properly, and get infected. 

Economic impacts 

According to estimates from the International Labour Organization (ILO), every year the 

human trafficking industry generates 32 billion USD, half of which ($15.5 billion) is made in 

industrialized countries, and a third of which ($9.7 billion) is made in Asia.  A 2011 paper 

published in Human Rights Review, "Sex Trafficking: Trends, Challenges and Limitations of 

International Law," notes that, since 2000, the number of sex-trafficking victims has risen 

while costs associated with trafficking have declined: "Coupled with the fact that trafficked 

sex slaves are the single most profitable type of slave, costing on average $1,895 each but 

generating $29,210 annually, [there are] stark predictions about the likely growth in 

commercial sex slavery in the future."[85] Sex trafficking victims rarely get a share of the 

money that they make through coerced sex work, which further keeps them oppressed. 
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INDIA ANTI HUMAN TRAFFICKING PORTAL 

In India, the trafficking in persons for commercial sexual exploitation, forced labor, forced 

marriages and domestic servitude is considered an organized crime. The Government of India 

applies the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013, active from February 3, 2013, as well as 

Section 370 and 370A IPC, which defines human trafficking and "provides stringent 

punishment for human trafficking; trafficking of children for exploitation in any form 

including physical exploitation; or any form of sexual exploitation, slavery, servitude or the 

forced removal of organs." Additionally, a Regional Task Force implements the SAARC 

Convention on the prevention of Trafficking in Women and Children. Shri R.P.N.Singh, 

India's Minister of State for Home Affairs, launched a government web portal, the Anti 

Human Trafficking Portal, on February 20, 2014. The official statement explained that the 

objective of the on-line resource is for the "sharing of information across all stakeholders, 

States/UTs and civil society organizations for effective implementation of Anti Human 

Trafficking measures." The key aims of the portal are: 

 Aid in the tracking of cases with inter-state ramifications. 

 Provide comprehensive information on legislation, statistics, court judgements, 

United Nations Conventions, details of trafficked people and traffickers and rescue 

success stories. 

 Provide connection to "Trackchild," the National Portal on Missing Children that is 

operational in many states. 

Also on February 20, the Indian government announced the implementation of a 

Comprehensive Scheme that involves the establishment of Integrated Anti Human 

Trafficking Units (AHTUs) in 335 vulnerable police districts throughout India, as well as 

capacity building that includes training for police, prosecutors and judiciary. As of the 

announcement, 225 Integrated AHTUs had been made operational, while 100 more AHTUs 

were proposed for the forthcoming financial year. 

The effects of human trafficking on victims 

Human trafficking has a direct effect on the physical and mental well-being of victims. 

During the initial trafficking, victims are coerced and deceived usually through the 

exploitation of their current circumstances, as most victims have a history of abuse and are 

already living in precarious circumstances. Once enslaved, victims typically are forced into 
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unsanitary and stressful living conditions and receive little to no healthcare or basic services. 

Their movement is often restricted; their personal documentation withheld, and most 

experience significant physical, emotional, sexual, and psychological violence. Escaping 

from slavery is extremely difficult and dangerous, putting the victim at great personal risk. If 

rescued, integration back into society is incredibly difficult because of the shame, stigma, 

threat of retribution, and trauma experienced during enslavement. 

Global efforts to combat human trafficking 

There are several international organizations fighting human trafficking at the global level. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime combats human trafficking worldwide 

through promoting policies that incriminate traffickers and protect victims. The UN agency 

also produces tools and publications to help train law enforcers and raise awareness of this 

injustice worldwide. 

Additionally, many governments are taking action to protect potential victims from 

trafficking predators. The United States’ Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) was 

established by the US Department of State and has been highly influential in protecting 

potential victims worldwide. The TVPA defines, mandates, and funds United States’ anti-

trafficking efforts, including producing the annual Trafficking in Persons Report, which is the 

most comprehensive resource of governmental, anti-human trafficking efforts in the 

world.The United States’ Officer to Combat and Monitor Trafficking in Persons is also 

combating human trafficking worldwide through three avenues—prevention, protection, and 

prosecution—which includes activities to raise awareness, identify victims, enforce 

appropriate laws, and convict traffickers. 

However, perhaps some of the greatest work being done to combat human trafficking is 

performed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs). These anti-trafficking groups are 

working hard to prevent human trafficking, protect vulnerable populations, lobby for policy 

reformation, and even rehabilitate victims both at local and global levels. Exodus Cry is an 

active part of this global community of abolitionists and involved in these key areas of 

intervention. 

How you can help combat human trafficking 

You can join us in our fight to stop human trafficking and end modern-day sex slavery 

through engaging in any of our three areas of action—prevention, intervention, and 
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restoration. Through committing to praying for victims, raising awareness, advocating for 

policy reform, and donating to organizations like Exodus Cry who are combating this 

injustice, you are playing a direct part in ending slavery today 
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