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Habitat 

The word "habitat" has been in use since year 1755 and was derived from the Latin word 

“habitāre” which means to inhabit.  Habitat can be defined as the natural environment of an 

organism, the type of place in which it is natural for it to live and grow. A species's habitat is 

those places where the species can find food, shelter, protection and mates for reproduction. 

It is characterized by both physical and biological features. The physical factors may include 

(for example): soil, moisture, range of temperature, and light intensity. Biotic factors will 

include the availability of food and the presence or absence of predators. Every organism has 

certain habitat needs for the conditions in which it will thrive, but some are tolerant of wide 

variations while others are very specific in their requirements. A habitat is not necessarily a 

geographical area, it can be the interior of a stem, a rotten log, a rock or a clump of moss; for 

a parasitic organism has as its habitat the body of its host, part of the host's body (such as the 

digestive tract), or a single cell within the host's body.  

 

Wildlife habitat is the natural environment of a plant or animal and can be considered an 

output or product of forest and natural resource management. Wildlife habitat can be created 

naturally through forest successional processes, or through active manipulation of forest 

vegetation. Habitats generated in a forested landscape by either process can promote the 

establishment of a variety of herbaceous and shrub species. This variety of plant communities 

can yield valuable foraging, nesting, and roosting environments for a wide variety of 

vertebrate and invertebrate species. This diversity of flora and fauna can improve the species 

richness and biodiversity of a forest. A collection of these habitats distributed across a 

landscape can also improve the quality of recreational activities, such as birdwatching or 

hunting.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reproduction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Host_(biology)
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Habitat Management 

It is the deliberate act of manipulating wildlife habitat for the benefit of wildlife and people. 

This definition was given by Yarrow in 1999.  According to Ausden (2007) managing 

habitats for wildlife mainly involves influencing the successional stage and physical structure 

of vegetation to benefit particular species, or assemblages of species, considered to be of high 

conservation or other intrinsic value. Succession is the process by which assemblages of 

plants and animals change over time in the absence of disturbance. Habitat management can 

also include: 

 

• manipulations to specifically increase the abundance and accessibility of prey; 

• provision of nest sites; 

• control of unwanted plants, which are often alien or exotic species; 

• minimizing the effects of damaging human activity. 

 

Habitat management can in some cases also include planting vegetation, although this is more 

usually carried out during habitat (re-)creation or restoration. Many species are dependent on 

early successional habitats: those that have been subject to recent disturbance. In fully natural 

systems the rate and direction of succession is influenced by vegetation removal and other 

physical disturbance. 

The main causes of these are: 

• grazing, browsing, trampling and other physical disturbance by larger herbivores  

• physical-disturbance events, particularly fires, storms, drought and variations in water 

levels; 

• periodic large-scale herbivory by insects; 

 

• outbreaks of disease in plants. 

 

However, in majority of the areas virtually all natural habitats have been highly modified by 

past human activity. The remaining fragments of modified vegetation are usually referred to 

as being semi-natural. The natural processes of vegetation removal and other physical 

disturbance usually either no longer operate in these semi-natural habitats or, if they do, only 

at an inappropriate scale or frequency to maintain the desired assemblages of species. In these 

situations, habitat management can be used to mimic the effects of these natural processes to 



Dr. Zaffar Rais Mir 
Assistant Professor © 

Central University of Kashmir 

provide suitable conditions for species that depend on these forms of disturbance. Most of the 

remaining fragments of semi-natural habitat have only survived until now because they have 

been subject to a long history of human resource use. 

Examples include grasslands managed by grazing and mowing for hay, forests managed for 

wood production, peatlands cut for fuel. Habitats have also been managed to provide 

harvestable quantities of wildfowl, game birds, deer and other quarry species. In many cases 

this management has happened to produce habitats that have not only retained a valuable and 

characteristic subset of natural biodiversity, but which are also of high cultural and aesthetic 

value.  

 

Principles of habitat management 

There are five main ways of removing vegetation to influence the successional stage, 

vegetation composition and structure of terrestrial habitats thus managing the habitats. 

These are by: 

• grazing and browsing; 

• cutting and removing vegetation; 

• burning; 

• soil disturbance, such as by ploughing; 

• removal of the topsoil, usually known as sod cutting or turf stripping 

 

The timing and frequency of these methods will influence the structure and composition of 

the vegetation at any given time and its suitability for any animals living within it. Key 

considerations when grazing and browsing are the type of livestock, grazing pressure and 

timing of grazing. With cutting, burning and soil disturbance the principle considerations are 

their timing and frequency, together with the size of area cut, burnt or disturbed at any one 

time. All of these methods of vegetation removal and disturbance have the potential to make 

conditions temporarily unsuitable for the species that they are intended to benefit. Therefore, 

it is important to time the management so that its immediate, damaging effects are minimized 

and only carry out the management on a proportion of the habitat at any one time. This can be 

done through rotational management. While some species might require large areas of 

habitat of the same or similar successional stage, others only require small patches of habitat, 

or a closely knit mosaic of different vegetation types and structure. In practice, creating an 

intimate mosaic of conditions through small-scale patchy cutting and burning is usually more 
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logistically complicated and expensive than undertaking it on fewer, larger areas. Thus, the 

size and number of patches managed is usually a compromise between the desirable and the 

practical. Habitat management in wetlands also involves manipulation of water levels and 

in some cases influencing water quality. Manipulation of water quality usually aims to 

reduce nutrient levels to prevent dominance by algae and other more competitive plant 

species. Manipulation of salinity can also be important in saline wetlands. 

 

 


